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Conquering Niagara:

The Welland Canal

Duration:

51 minutes

Program Description:

A documentary on the history of the most important economic link of Canada's Great Lakes region to the United States: The Welland Canal.  This epic documentary, timed with the Canal's 175th Anniversary celebration in 2003, traces its history from its conception in 1824 through its continued evolution and expansion.  The Welland Canal is a story of tremendous achievement and vision, a story of business, engineering, architecture, economics, geography, and history, and the development of a nation.

Background Information:

BPN: 896401

Curriculum Connections:
BUSINESS

BBI1O/BBI2O Introduction to Business

The Role and Impact of Business

Impact on Community

-describe how businesses can generate wealth, jobs, and incomes, and how they can influence standards of living; 

-distinguish the various ways in which business activity can affect the quality of life (e.g., level of income, products available, environmental impact, stress in the workplace); 

Conducting Business in a Competitive Marketplace and in the Changing Workplace
Issues Affecting Business

-analyse how technology has influenced the Canadian workplace; 

Entrepreneurship

Invention and Innovation

-describe how innovation and invention lead to the development and application of new technologies.

HISTORY

History: Grade 8 – Canada: A Changing Society

Knowledge and Understanding

-describe the factors contributing to change in Canadian society (e.g., immigration, technology, politics, globalization);

-describe the social and working conditions of Canadians around the beginning of the twentieth century (e.g., in mining, forestry, factory work; on farms; in cities); 

TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION

TTJ3C Transportation Technology

Theory and Foundation

Transportation Systems

-explain how people and goods are moved by highway, air, rail, water, and pipeline transportation systems; 

TTJ4C Transportation Technology

Impact and Consequences

Impacts

-explain the economic impact of the transportation sector on the local community, the province, and the nation. 

Pre-Viewing

As a class, locate the Welland Canal on a map and discuss why the location is strategic or beneficial.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing

Taking up the questions on BLM 1 will cover a wide range of subject areas and will serve as an assessment or evaluation.

Related Resources:
Information Sites

http://www.wellandcanal.com/
Canadian Information and Photographs

http://www.wellandcanal.ca/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=J1ARTJ0008520
Canal History

http://www.welland.library.on.ca/digital/Chist.htm
Map of the Welland Canal area

http://www.infoniagara.com/d-canal-map.html
Take a tour!

http://www.infoniagara.com/d-att-canal.html
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


