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VOX Talk: What’s Your Cause?

Duration:

28 minutes

Program Description:

VOX Talk: What’s your Cause?

Whether it’s raging against the war, rising tuition costs, or the increasing corporatization of our world, it seems like young people are taking a larger role in protesting things that they disagree with, no matter how big the challenge. But is this trend here to stay? Are we living in an age of activism?

Background Information:

BPN: 770153

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

HIF1O/HIF2O Individual and Family Living

Personal and Social Responsibilities

Practical Skills

- prepare a plan to participate in activities in the community that support the functions of individuals and families (e.g., volunteer at a food bank; serve as an assistant Scout leader);

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHV2O Civics

Active Citizenship

The Resolution of Public Issues and Citizenship Participation

-demonstrate an understanding of their responsibilities as local, national, and global citizens by applying their knowledge of civics, and skills related to purposeful and active citizenship, to a project of personal interest and civic importance (e.g., participating in food and clothing drives; visiting seniors; participating in community festivals, celebrations, and events; becoming involved in human rights, antidiscrimination, or antiracism activities).

GUIDANCE AND CAREER EDUCATION

GLS1O/GLE1O Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in Secondary School

Learning Skills

Planning for Learning

- demonstrate understanding of how volunteer activities (e.g., mentoring, tutoring, coaching, community service), part-time work, and participation in school life can develop and enhance employability skills and strengthen one’s résumé;

GLS4O/GLE4O/GLE3O Advanced Learning Strategies: Skills for Success After Secondary School

Exploration of Opportunities

Opportunities

-explain the benefits of experiences such as volunteering and part-time work and other out-of-school activities for acquiring new knowledge and skills

Pre-Viewing:

Ask students if they volunteer or are activists on certain issues and how this has changed their lives or the lives of others. Why do they do this?

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Post-Viewing:
Who is someone inspirational for you? Explain.

Do you think celebrities have a responsibility to be role models for young people?

Do you think that violence in protests helps or hinders getting out your message?

Assessment and Evaluation:
Alone or in small groups, students should submit a proposal for volunteering and explain why they have chosen this particular opportunity. They should have this choice approved by the teacher. Students should submit a weekly log entry chronicling their efforts. Once the volunteering is complete students should submit a report outlining the benefits of volunteerism. For example, what they have learned, what skills they have gained, how this has benefited them in other ways, how the community has benefited. (This can count towards their community service hours.) Finally, they should explain their experience to the class. Please see BLM 2 for student worksheets and marking scheme.

Related Resources:
Volunteerism: Citizenship in Action

http://www.gov.on.ca/mczcr/english/citdiv/voluntar/
Volunteer Associations in Ontario

http://www.settlement.org/sys/link_redirect.asp?doc_id=1000514
Youth Assisting Youth

http://www.yay.org/
Volunteer Canada

http://www.volunteer.ca/volunteercanada/
Ontario School Counsellors' Association: Gateway to Community Involvement

http://www.osca.ca/involve.htm
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


