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VOX Talk: The Reserve vs. The City

Duration:

1 hour, divided into three parts.

Program Description:

Part 1: The Reserve vs. The City – Where is home?

For many First Nations, the answer is simple and straightforward: The reserve is home.  But nowadays aboriginal youth are finding it difficult to decide where home actually is.  Many aboriginal youth are being forced to choose between their tradition (the reserve) and their future (the city).  But is it so black and white? The funny thing is that many of the hardships that some aboriginal youth experience on reserves, such as drug, alcohol and physical abuse, also follow them to the city.  So is the city any better?  And if the quality of life on reserves are so bad, then why do First Nations continue to live there anyway? 

Part 2: Urban Aboriginals

Over the past thirty years the aboriginal population in Canada has become increasingly urbanized.  A lot of the time the move is an attempt to escape poor economic conditions, substandard housing, limited educational opportunities, and social problems that are often found on the reservation.  But, many traditionalists are worried that a move to the city will mark the end of Native culture and heritage.  However a number of Urban Aboriginals are finding that they may actually discover more about what it means to be aboriginal in the city than on the reserve. 

Part 3: The Future of Six Nations - Should we stay or Should we go?
Aboriginal self-government is considered by many aboriginal people to be the solution to "closing the gap" in life quality between Canada's first peoples and those who came later. Will self-determination help reserves become the thriving community that it always dreamed of?  Or does the city offer more growth than anywhere else for the Six Nations people?

Background Information:

BPN: 770162

The Anishnawbe (Ojibwe) have an ancient prophecy that tells of seven prophets foretelling the future.  It is said that:  

The seventh prophet—or the seventh fire— foresees a time when a younger generation, seven lifetimes after the Europeans came, would regain the people’s spirit and greatness after a period of great loss, tragedy and alienation. The youth of that seventh generation will retrace the footsteps of their ancestors and learn the traditions and teachings of their predecessors and Aboriginal people will reclaim their pride.  

Many believe that this seventh generation has now already been born, but the struggles are far from over.  Although many issues from previous generations, such as residential schooling, alienating reserve systems, land claims and the banning of traditional practices have been addressed, the fallout has offered a new set of challenges for the 7th Generation aboriginal youth: alcoholism, abuse, poverty and the loss of cultural identity. What battles does this new generation of aboriginal youth have to grapple with as they fight for their native rights? Will there ever be a happy medium between their tradition and modern society? 

Some Statistics

· In Ontario the aboriginal population makes up 1.7% (188, 315) of the provinces total population (11,285,550)

· Canada has a total population of 29,639,030.  Of that, 3.3 % are considered aboriginal (976,305).

· More than half of the Aboriginal population is under the age of 25 years of age 

· Nearly half of the First Nations people lived off-reserve in large urban centers including Regina, Saskatoon, Prince Albert, North Battleford, and Yorkton 

· 13.5 % of the population of Saskatchewan is aboriginal (Saskatchewan Census 2001)

· Aboriginal population of Saskatchewan is to increase threefold within the next half-century. It is projected that the Aboriginal population in Saskatchewan will increase from 135,000 people in 1995 to 434,000 people in 2045. By the year 2045, Aboriginal people will make up approximately 1/3 or 32.5% of Saskatchewan's population compared with 1/10 or 13.3% in 1995. 

(source http://www.sicc.sk.ca/saskindian/a00spr18.htm)

· According to Statistics Canada’s 2001 census data, there are 1,319,890 Aboriginal people in Canada (or 4.4% of Canada’s total population) classified as of North American Indian, Métis, or Inuit descent. 

· The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) represents First Nations people politically. 

· There are approximately 610,000 First Nations people; nearly 50% live on reserves. 

· However, over the past three decades as many as 40% have moved off the reserves, mostly to large urban communities. 

In 2001, almost one-half / 49 per cent of the population who identified themselves as Aboriginal lived in urban areas, up from 47 per cent in 1996. At the same time, the proportion of Aboriginal people who lived on Indian reserves and settlements declined from 33 per cent to 31 per cent. The overall proportion of the population that lived in rural non-reserve areas declined slightly from 20.4 per cent to 19.5 per cent. 


New data from the 2001 Census shows that the Aboriginal people's share of Canada's total population is on the rise. Just over 1.3 million people reported having at least some Aboriginal ancestry in 2001, representing 4.4 per cent of the total population. In 1996, people with Aboriginal ancestry represented 3.8 per cent of the total population. 


The Aboriginal population in 2001 was much younger than the non-Aboriginal population, but has still been aging. The median age of Canada's Aboriginal population was 13 years younger than that of the non-Aboriginal population, a result of the higher birth rate among Aboriginal people. The median age for the Aboriginal population was 24.7 years, while that of the non-Aboriginal population was at an all-time high of 37.7 years. Median age is the point where exactly one-half of the population is older, and the other half is younger. 


Highest concentrations of Aboriginal population in the North and on the Prairies - Canada's most populous province, Ontario, had 188,315 Aboriginal people in 2001, the highest absolute number. However, they accounted for less than 2 per cent of its total population. Second was British Columbia with 170,025, or 4.4 per cent of its population.   Aboriginal people represented more than one-half / 51 per cent of the population of the Northwest Territories, and almost one-quarter / 23 per cent of the population of the Yukon. The census enumerated 150,040 Aboriginal people in Manitoba and 130,190 in Saskatchewan, in each case about 14 per cent of the province's population. The 156,220 Aboriginal people in Alberta accounted for only 5 per cent of its population. 


For more information on Residential Schools in Canada, please see the Related Resources section below.

Curriculum Connections:
NATIVE STUDIES

NAC10 Expressing Aboriginal Cultures

Relationships

Viewing and Understanding

– describe aspects of traditional and contemporary Aboriginal relationships, including the relationships of Aboriginal peoples among themselves, to their communities and nations, to Canada, and to the natural environment;

NAC2O Aboriginal Peoples in Canada

Identity

Aboriginal World View

– compare the characteristics of different Aboriginal cultures in Canada;

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

– identify significant events and issues that have had an impact on Aboriginal peoples and their communities (e.g., the introduction of European, Asian, and African diseases, such as tuberculosis and HIV; residential schools; the relocation of Inuit communities in the high Arctic); 

– describe the key aspects of the Indian Act and the impact that it has on the lives of Aboriginal peoples; 

– identify social, economic, and political issues within Aboriginal communities in relation to Canadian government policies.

Renewal and Reconciliation

– identify examples of the growing activism of Aboriginal groups in the twentieth century;

– identify issues currently affecting Aboriginal peoples and the responses of local and national leadership to these issues;

– explain why the recognition of Aboriginal identity is an important component of understanding Canada’s identity;

Skills and Applications

– use correctly terms related to the discussion of Aboriginal identity (e.g., culture, assimilation, Indian Act, Métis, Inuit);

– identify sources of information on the efforts made by Aboriginal peoples to define and express their identity within Canada during the twentieth century;

Relationships

Aboriginal World View

– identify different points of view concerning a Canadian treaty negotiated between Indians and the government;

– demonstrate understanding of the different considerations that define the social, economic, and political relationships that developed between Aboriginal peoples and Canadian society.

Sovereignty

Aboriginal World View

– demonstrate understanding of the importance of self-determination to the lives of Aboriginal peoples;

Challenges

Renewal and Reconciliation

-demonstrate understanding of the specific challenges that urban-based Aboriginal communities face;

Skills and Applications

– identify trends, their causes, and their implications by examining demographic data on Aboriginal peoples in Canada;

– analyse the impact of demographic change on Aboriginal communities (e.g., urbanization, the birth rate);

NDA3M Current Aboriginal Issues in Canada

Identity

Aboriginal World View

– identify the intellectual, physical, emotional, and spiritual impact of the residential school experience on Aboriginal language, culture, and identity;

– explain how Aboriginal people find their identity in the larger community (e.g., in the extended family) as well as in themselves;

– identify ways in which Aboriginal elders, healers, leaders, artists, and writers promote cultural perspectives and identities.

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

– identify measures taken by non-Aboriginal society that affect Aboriginal identity, particularly the use, maintenance, and preservation of Aboriginal languages (e.g., the Indian Act, residential schools);

- evaluate the ways in which the identities of contemporary Aboriginal people are influenced by media, literature, and popular culture.

Sovereignty

Aboriginal World View

– describe how Aboriginal peoples have defined “sovereignty” in their arguments for self-determination (e.g., the Assembly of First Nations Declaration, 1980);

– describe how Aboriginal women and men maintain their traditions, customs, and practices despite the external forces exerted by modern society;

– demonstrate an understanding of the historical experience of Aboriginal peoples in asserting their sovereignty through treaties, negotiated agreements, and other formalized processes (e.g. Two Row Wampum Belt, the Nisga’a Treaty, the Delgamuukw case);

Challenges

Renewal and Reconciliation

– demonstrate an understanding of the different perspectives of Aboriginal and Canadian youth on their historical and cultural roots;

– describe how health and education issues relevant to the quality of life of Aboriginal peoples on and off reserves (e.g., the prevalence of diabetes, alcohol and substance abuse, teen pregnancy) are a mutual responsibility of Aboriginal peoples and Canadian society.

NBV3C Aboriginal Beliefs, Values, and Aspirations in Contemporary Society
Identity

Renewal and Reconciliation

– describe how Aboriginal communities and individuals maintain links with traditional spiritual beliefs and practices in urban, rural, and institutional settings (e.g., grandmothers’ roles, healing circles);

Relationships

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

– demonstrate an understanding of the injustices of the past that affect Aboriginal and Canadian relationships (e.g., how such injustices resulted in the Statement of Reconciliation by the Canadian government in 1998);

Sovereignty

Renewal and Reconciliation

– identify initiatives and projects at the community, provincial, and national levels that demonstrate Aboriginal self-sufficiency and autonomy (e.g.. North American Indigenous Games, Native Child and Family Services agencies in First Nation communities);

Challenges

Aboriginal World View

– identify how Aboriginal peoples living in an urban setting can maintain their cultural identity (e.g., by using the services of Native Friendship Centres or enrolling their children in Native language classes in the schools they attend);

– explain how Aboriginal peoples use technology (e.g., CD-ROMs, the World Wide Web, distance education, databases) to promote their beliefs and values;

– describe the challenges facing Aboriginal communities in sustaining their languages, ceremonies, and beliefs;

Renewal and Reconciliation

-demonstrate an understanding of the challenges various Aboriginal peoples face in preserving their distinct cultures;

NBV3E Aboriginal Beliefs, Values, and Aspirations in Contemporary Society

Relationships

Renewal and Reconciliation

– explain issues, problems, and changes that young Aboriginal peoples must deal with in their relationships with Canadian society (e.g., the maintenance or reestablishment of individual status, coping with alcohol and substance abuse, acquiring parenting skills, developing future job prospects);

Challenges

Aboriginal World View

– demonstrate an understanding of how the cultural heritage of Aboriginal peoples is being challenged (e.g., continued use of the assimilative policies of the past, the failure of public institutions to reflect to Aboriginal peoples positive images of themselves and their cultures);

– identify how Aboriginal peoples promote their beliefs and values through technology (e.g., CD-ROMs, websites, Kids from Kanata Project, Aboriginal television and radio stations); 

– demonstrate an understanding of how Aboriginal peoples use the media to inform Canadian society about challenges facing their communities; 

– describe how cross-cultural experiences can have an impact on the maintenance of Aboriginal values, attitudes, and beliefs.

Renewal and Reconciliation

– understand the challenges facing Aboriginal youth in Canadian society (e.g., developing and achieving personal goals, maintaining health and wellness, establishing a role both in their own community and in the larger society).

Pre-Viewing:

-Showcase some Aboriginal artwork or have a guest speaker/artist come into the class. (See Related Resources for a Directory of Artists from the Six Nations Reserve).

-Ask students to explain what a residential school is. 

-Place students into four groups and have them do a cost-benefit analysis (pros and cons) about living on the reserve AND living in the city. Give each group paper and markers. Assign a “position” to each group. Some important points that may come up are:

LIVING ON THE RESERVE

PROS

· Living off the Land.  The quality of life on a reserve offer First Nation a strong connection to tribal culture, an active Indian language and a subsistence economy based on hunting, fishing and gathering. For instance, Curve Lake near Peterborough, Ontario residents regularly supplement their supermarket food with fish from the surrounding Kawartha Lakes and wild game and fowl from local or distant hunting venues. 

· Many reserves are not as archaic as they seem.  In Chisasibi, a Cree community in James Bay, Quebec Cree teenagers play high tech video games in an arcade and their parents have access to a modern hospital, dentists and more television channels than cable subscribers, thanks to satellite dishes.

· Preservation of culture.  Reserves preserve aboriginal cultural traditions.

· What’s the difference ?  Is a reserve any different from a Little Italy or a Chinatown?  It’s a pocket community like any of the rest of them.

· They are the First People of Canada.  Above all, a reserve is a manifestation of a visceral and spiritual connection to the land and tangible, albeit shrunken, evidence to most aboriginals that they were the original people of this country, even before Canada was a country.

CONS

· Remoteness.  The majority of reserves are in rural or remote areas which reduces their accessibility to education and health care.  

· Reserves have a stigma.  The early notion of reserves as racial ghettos has never really disappeared.

· Unemployment. Reservation life offers very few career opportunities.  Aboriginal youth often only see opportunities that are available on the reserve: be a mechanic, construction worker or a police officer.  There is also an increasing unemployment rate for aboriginals who choose to stay on reserves.

· Lack of education – many reserves do not have schools.  And some schools in the area do not even offer buses to the reserves.

· Non-integration with the rest of society creates an economic, educational and social gap between Aboriginal and non-aboriginals.

· Symptoms of poverty.  Many reserves are generally poverty stricken with high rates of alcohol abuse and suicides.  

LIVING IN THE CITY

PROS

· Greater opportunities to seek higher education and a diversified job spectrum

· Socialization.  The city offers an opportunity to learn about different cultures, religions and technologies. 

· Resources. There are plenty of community centres in the city to help Six Nations youth learn about their culture and find resources for jobs. Perhaps the greatest resource for aboriginal teachings lies in the city where the history and plight of First Nations is both taught and felt.  Maybe this is why native youth find out more about their culture in the city than on the reserve: because they realize how different they are from everybody else. 

CON

· Displaced.  Extended family support in the city  is almost nil

· Homelessness is rampant.

· Transportation is a problem for many youth who do not have money to spare for traveling from the suburbs to the city.

· Lack of Healing Programs.  Aboriginal people in urban centres do not receive the types of public services which respond to their cultural needs. There needs to be more focus on holistic approaches to cultural healing.

· Stereotypes.  Urban aboriginals have to combat the stereotype that natives are poor, marginalized, and a problem-ridden community.

· Loss of identity.  It’s difficult for urban aboriginals to maintain a sense of identity as the diversity of aboriginal cultures and origins of aboriginal people living in the city is immense. It is difficult to share or build a sense of community when aboriginal peoples' backgrounds are so different. 

When talking about urban Aboriginals, it is of note that some may be more tied to the cities than others.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF URBAN ABORIGINALS

Newcomers – Aboriginal youth introduced or re-introduced to an urban environment after relocating from their home community (some for the first time, others, after a period o time back in their home community.

Temporary– Aboriginal youth who temporarily live in an urban environment for educational, occupational, judicial or health reasons and who are adjusting to an urban settings.

The Transients – Aboriginal youth who are transient, moving back and forth between the city and their home communities. 

The Dispossessed – Aboriginal youth re-entering an urban environment after a period of incarceration, rehabilitation or having lived “off the land” for an extended period.

Permanent – Aboriginal youth who reside permanently in urban areas or are second- or third-generation urban dwellers.  They usually have no connection to native cultural teachings.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Post-Viewing:
Extension questions on each part follows. Teachers can choose to stop the video to discuss if they wish. Some questions are discussed in the video, some are not.

Questions related to Part 1: 

- Is living on a reserve the same as segregation?

- Why might some youth aspire to go to live in the city?

- How has the history of Canada affected the way that you live and your identity?

- Have you ever been discriminated against (because you’re aboriginal)? What kind of stereotypes do native youths have to combat?

- What are some of the challenges living on a reserve?  What are some benefits?

- Do you feel a need to go to the city in order to prosper and experience success? 

Questions related to Part 2:

- How are young native youth, bucking the stereotype? How are they being active in their communities?

- Are you more likely to discover more about your heritage in the city than on the reserve?

-The city seems to be driven with the need to succeed...what is your definition of success?

-What happens to natives who leave the reserve?

-What are your hopes and dreams for the future? Can they be accomplished by living on the reserve?

Questions Related to Part 3

-As a First Nation’s people, what does it mean being Canadian? Do you consider yourself Canadian?

-How does one maintain your Native traditions in the ever increasingly present Western culture?

-What is life on a reserve like? What needs to be improved?

-What is one aspect of Native culture that you would like to share with the world? 

-What are some of the challenges of finding self-determination?

Assessment and Evaluation:
-Do you think the Aboriginal people in Canada would identify with the Jews during World War II and the African Americans during and after slavery? Why?

-Separate the class into small groups. Each group is to make a 10 minute presentation on one particular Aboriginal culture in Canada.

-Create a timeline of significant events and issues that have had an impact on Aboriginal peoples and their communities (e.g., the introduction of European, Asian, and African diseases, such as tuberculosis and HIV; residential schools; the relocation of Inuit communities in the high Arctic) 

-What is the Indian Act? Why and how did it come into being? What are the main features of the Indian act and how has it impacted the lives of Aboriginal peoples?

-How are Aboriginal youth becoming active in their communities today? How are they attempting to define and express their identity within Canada?

-What are sovereignty and self-determination and why are these important to the lives of Aboriginal peoples? What has happened in the past when Aboriginal peoples attempted to assert their sovereignty through treaties, negotiated agreements, and other formalized processes? 

-How is life different for urban-based Aboriginal communities and reservation-based communities?

-Using statistical/demographic data (see Background Information, or visit StatsCan), identify trends, their causes, and their implications (urbanization, birth rates) on Aboriginal peoples in Canada.

-What is a residential school? What are the intellectual, physical, emotional, and spiritual impacts of the residential school experience on Aboriginal language, culture, and identity? Take students to a computer lab and have them watch video clips from CBC’s archives at http://archives.cbc.ca/300c.asp?id=1-70-692. Students should compose 5 log entries from the point of view of an aboriginal student. Each entry should be correctly dated (see the interactive time line on the above-mentioned web-page) and be at least a page in length. The entries should span the range of abuse suffered by the students and make clear to the reader the emotional and mental state of the student.

-How are Aboriginal people able to maintain their traditions, customs, and practices despite the external forces exerted by modern society;

-How are Aboriginal peoples use technology to promote their beliefs and values, to express their concerns and struggles? Choose a technological or artistic means of expressing your own cultural concerns and present this to the class.

Related Resources:
TVO programming

Person 2 Person with Paula Todd

Interview with Dr. Cornelia Wieman (BPN: 852058)
Canada’s first female aboriginal psychiatrist, Cornelia Wieman now teaches at the University of Toronto, and does ground-breaking work combining mainstream and aboriginal medicine. Not bad for a woman who spent the first three years of her life moving from one foster home to another.
Web Sites

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples

http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ch/rcap/index_e.html
Government of Canada: Indian and Northern Affairs

http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/index_e.html
Assembly of First Nations

http://www.afn.ca/
Council Fire
http://www.councilfire.ca
Native Child Family Services of Toronto

http://www.nativechild.org/stories.htm
Urban Aboriginal Youth: An Action Plan

http://www.turtleisland.org/news/absenuayrpt.pdf
Six Nations People in the Arts Directory 2004

http://www.sixnations.ca/ArtsDirectory2004.pdf
CBC video clips on Residential Schools

http://archives.cbc.ca/300c.asp?id=1-70-692.

Backgrounders on Residential Schools

http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/gs/schl_e.html
http://www.canadiana.org/citm/specifique/abresschools_e.html
Other

http://canadiangenocide.nativeweb.org/program.html
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


