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VOX Talk: Canada – U.S. Relations

Duration:

28 minutes

Program Description:

In recent years, Canada has diverged from the U.S. on issues like decriminalization of marijuana, the war in Iraq, and same-sex marriage. We consume the same popular culture but our core values are growing farther and farther apart.

Host Max Valiquette talks to Ontario teens about the state of our relationship with the U.S. and how Canadians set themselves apart from American social and political issues.

Background Information:

BPN: 770159

Learning with Vox Talk….a unique media experience!

Vox Talk is a youth panel show that shoots on-site in high schools in the Toronto area and offers a great experience for students to participate in the making of a television show. 

In consultation with a teacher/contact at the school, we put together panel discussions on the controversial topics of the day. We also encourage the participation of students as audience members for the shows, offering a behind the scenes glimpse of broadcast production. 

Vox Talk is also looking to work with video production and journalism classes to produce videotape for broadcast on the show.

To find out more, contact:

Alison Bruce, Series Producer, Vox Talk

abruce@tvontario.org
416.484.2600 x2401

Curriculum Connections:
CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CIE3M The Individual and the Economy

Self-Interest and Interdependence

Overall Expectations

-assess the extent, nature, and impact of Canada’s economic interdependence with other

nations.

International Economic Interdependence

-describe how events in the United States and other parts of the world affect Canada’s economy and the well-being of different groups of Canadian stakeholders (e.g., the Asian market crises in 1997 and 1998, the September 11 attacks on the United States in 2001, fluctuations in the U.S. economy);

CIC3E Making Economic Choices

Self-Interest and Interdependence

Overall Expectations

-describe the extent and nature of Canada’s economic interdependence with and the significance of this interdependence to Canadian stakeholders. 

International Economic Interdependence

– assess the importance of international trade (i.e., its overall value and relative significance) in providing income, goods, and services to Canadians;

CIA4U Analysing Current Economic Issues

Self-Interest and Interdependence

International Economic Interdependence

- illustrate, using specific examples, how events in another part of the world can affect the Canadian economy and groups of Canadian stakeholders.

CHI4U Canada: History, Identity and Culture

Change and Continuity

Transformation of Canadian Identity

– analyse how conflicts and compromises between Canada and the United States have helped to shape Canadian identity (e.g., migration of the United Empire Loyalists; War of 1812; Annexation Manifesto, 1849; Confederation; North American Air Defence Command [NORAD]; relations with Cuba; Trudeau’s recognition of the People’s Republic of China; North American Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA]; invasion of Iraq,

2003);

– assess the effectiveness of attempts to protect Canadian culture from American

domination (e.g., creation of the CBC, Canadian content rules in broadcasting,

the Governor General’s Awards, the Order of Canada, attempts to protect cultural

industries in trade agreements).

East/West and North/South Forces

– analyse the reasons for Canada’s close political and economic relationship with

the United States (e.g., extended border, concentration of American ownership in

the Canadian economy).

Citizenship and Heritage

Culture and Identity

– analyse how American movies, television, music, advertising, professional sports, and

consumer products have posed challenges to the creation of a distinctive Canadian

culture;

– analyse how Canadian governments have promoted and protected Canadian culture

(e.g., national anthem, Canadian flag, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, la 

Société Radio-Canada, National Film Board, Canadian Radio-television and

Telecommunications Commission [CRTC], Canada Council for the Arts,

Governor General’s Awards, Trillium BookAward/Prix Trillium).

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Economic Relations and Policies

– analyse the extent to which trade policies and agreements have challenged Canadian

sovereignty (e.g., mercantilism, reciprocity, the Auto Pact, General Agreement on

Tariffs and Trade [GATT], Canada–U.S. Free Trade Agreement, North American

Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA], Asia- Pacific Economic Cooperation [APEC],

World Trade Organization [WTO]);

CPW4U Canadian and World Politics

Participation in the International Community

Canada’s International Role

-explain the types of commitments made by Canada to other nations or to international

or extranational organizations (e.g., membership in the Commonwealth of Nations, la Francophonie, or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization; participation in the United Nations and in peacekeeping missions);

– evaluate the extent to which key agreements and treaties signed by Canada

(e.g. NAFTA, Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty [CTBT]) contribute to the wellbeing

of Canadians and the world in general;

– explain how Canada tries to settle its external conflicts (e.g. through negotiation,

arbitration, international cooperation);

Power, Influence, and the Resolution of Differences

Canada’s International Role and Influence

– describe some important factors shaping Canadian foreign policy (e.g., commitments

under the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty, Kyoto Protocol, North American Free Trade Agreement); 

– describe the types of influence exerted by other nations and groups on Canada and

Canadians;

– evaluate the nature and quality of Canada’s influence within selected world and regional organizations (e.g., United Nations, International Olympic Committee,

Organization of American States, Group of Eight [G-8], la Francophonie).

Pre-Viewing:

The questions below can be used to prepare students to watch the episode.

Defining the Issues:

Is Canada becoming more similar to the U.S or are we diverging? Do we still have a lot in common with them? Are we practically the 51st state? Explain.

When you look at the US these days, are you more likely to say, “thank God that’s not us?” Why? Many Canadians simply define themselves only by how we are different from the US.

How do Americans see Canadians? Does this have an impact on you? We’re Canadians – do we even really care about our national identity? Does it impact us? What makes Canadians unique?

What role does religion play in American policy?  Is that why they seem to be more conservative than us on issues like same-sex marriage, legalization of marijuana…

When you look at military funding, there’s a big difference between Canada and the US -it’s just not as big of a priority for us.  Why is that? (US history as a superpower…)

Canadians watch American shows, listen to American music, and are pretty dependent on the American economy… Is this causing us to lose our Canadian identity?

Viewing Questions:

Instead of viewing questions, stop and start the tape at places in which you wish to engage students in discussion (you may wish to use some of the questions from the pre-viewing and post-viewing sections). Natural stop and start points occur when the host takes a break from the discussion to show a statistic on screen 

Post-Viewing:
Any of the post-viewing questions could be discussed in your class on VOX’s online discussion board by clicking on BackTalk at www.voxtvo.org

Analysis

How much of the Anti-American sentiment do you think is really just anti-Bush?

Canada has such a strong historical relationship with the States. What would happen if a rift were to form between the two countries? Would the U.S.A invade us? (We have many natural resources such as water, lumber and oil). 

How important is it to maintain a strong relationship with the U.S?  Is the U.S. the dominant force or do they need us as much as we need them? (trading agreements etc.)
With all the anti-American sentiment out there in the world today, is it important that we publicly distance ourselves from the States, so that people don’t think that they’ve got us in their pocket? (E.g. Canadians wear flags on their backpacks when they travel so that people know they are not American)

Consequences/Solutions/Action

What would you like to see out of your Government or other organizations in terms of our public stance and relationship with the United States? Should Canada be less or more pro-U.S.?

As a young country, Canada is still building its national identity. Are we letting the U.S. prevent us from doing that? What can we be doing to create and bolster a truly representative national identity for Canada?

How important is it for our two nations to get along? Or as the rest of the world likes the US less and less, does it matter?  Are we in the wrong relationship for us?

Assessment and Evaluation:
Write an essay analyzing the reasons for Canada’s close political and economic relationship with the United States. Do you feel that the two countries need each other equally?
How have American movies, television, music, advertising, professional sports, and consumer products hindered the creation of a Canadian National Identity? Evaluate the efficacy of the attempts made to protect Canadian culture from American Domination. (e.g the creation and singing of the national anthem in schools and at sporting events, Canadian flag, the creation of the CBC, Canadian content rules in broadcasting, Société Radio-Canada, National Film Board, Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission [CRTC], Canada Council for the Arts,  the Governor General’s Awards, the Order of Canada, attempts to protect cultural industries in trade agreements, Trillium BookAward/Prix Trillium etc.) Do you feel these measures are successful?

In light of our global society, Canada’s relationships with countries other than the U.S. are also important. How does the rest of the world view Canada? Draw on specific events stemming from our participation in various treaties and international events as well as commitments Canada has made to external organizations.

Related Resources:
TVO’s Diplomatic Immunity


www.tvo.org/diplomaticimmunity
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY: FRANK McKENNA

Canada's ambassador to the U.S. sits down with Richard Gwyn and Andrew Coyne to discuss the state of the Canada-U.S. relationship, from softwood lumber to Iraq to the personal rapport between George W. Bush and Paul Martin. Frank McKenna also comments on the speculation that he is the leading candidate to be Canada's next prime minister.

BPN: 701254

Websites

Ontario Youth Parliament Association
www.oyp.on.ca
The Dominion Institute


www.dominion.ca
Canadian Institute of International Affairs
www.ciia.org
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


