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VOX Talk: Crossing Borders

Duration:

28 minutes

Program Description:

Our country is changing: it’s becoming more and more diverse with each passing year, as greater numbers of immigrants choose Canada as their new home. And while we like to think of ourselves as one big happy cultural mosaic, the truth is that fitting in and adapting can be an incredibly difficult process for immigrant teenagers.

Do all Canadians have the same opportunities? Is fitting in a realistic possibility, or even desirable? And as we become even more diverse, are we even ready to handle a massive influx of immigrant teens?

Background Information:

BPN: 770157

Curriculum Connections:
GUIDANCE AND CAREER EDUCATION

GPP3O Leadership and Peer Support

Interpersonal Knowledge and Skills

Interpersonal Relations

-  define and explain concepts (e.g., bias, stereotyping, prejudice) and contemporary social problems (e.g., substance abuse, poverty, violence) that denote barriers to individual success, and identify strategies to address these barriers;

- identify the types and sources of pressure on adolescents (e.g., peer pressure, family tensions, media influence), describe the behaviours that may result, and identify appropriate strategies to deal with pressure.

Connecting With the Community

-  describe the dimensions of diversity within their community (e.g., gender, culture, race, ability, age, religion, socioeconomic level) and identify the value of diversity as well as the challenges it poses;

- describe their rights and responsibilities as a part of a community whose members come from diverse backgrounds;

Pre-Viewing:

Ask students about their own/parents’ immigrant experiences. What did they find surprising/challenging/inspiring about coming to Canada?

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Post-Viewing:
What are barriers to success for teenagers?

How are some ways that you have dealt with stereotyping, violence or other such barriers?

What are some of the pressure on teenagers and how do you deal with those in a positive way?

Describe your community in terms of diversity (gender, culture, race, ability, age, religion, socioeconomic level). What are your responsibilities as a member of this community?

Assessment and Evaluation:

Take action and volunteer in your community. Alone or in small groups, students should submit a proposal for volunteering and explain why they have chosen this particular opportunity. They should have this choice approved by the teacher. Students should submit a weekly log entry chronicling their efforts. Once the volunteering is complete students should submit a report outlining the benefits of volunteerism. For example, what they have learned, what skills they have gained, how this has benefited them in other ways, how the community has benefited. (This can count towards their community service hours.) Finally, they should explain their experience to the class. Please see BLM 2 for student worksheets and marking scheme.

Write a brief essay about what it means to you to be Canadian. Use examples from your life experiences to support your arguments.

Related Resources:
Youth Assisting Youth

www.yay.org
Settlement.Org: Welcome to Ontario

www.settlement.org
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration

http://www.gov.on.ca/mczcr/english/citdiv/immigrat/index.html
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


