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Keepers of Memory

Duration:

Approximately 55 minutes.

Program Description:

A Tutsi herdsman and genocide survivor sits atop a pastoral outpost on the side of a hill in Bisesero, reflects on the loss of his family and friends during the 100 day massacre, wistfully looks out into the horizon, and comments, "This place used to be beautiful. Now the only beauty is the skeletons on the mountains". In a subsequent train of thought, he criticizes the continued re-appearance (and opportunism) of international journalists in the area since the end of the genocide to conduct interviews with survivors, only to go away and effect little change in their situation since 1994: "Can't you see we're dying?" It is a sentiment of profound desolation, resignation, unreconciled grief, and impotence that would echo through the testimonials of several survivors at each of six major sites of the 1994 Rwandan genocide who have, in their own individual ways, become keepers of the dead by memorializing the massacre sites and serving as first-hand witnesses to articulate the depth of tragedy. A middle-aged woman (and sole survivor of her family) who was shot by the Interahamwe (Hutu militia) in her own home recounts how she lay for days on the floor gravely wounded amidst the bodies of her family, unable to move and afraid to call out for fear that the gunmen would again return (as they had randomly done in the villages for several days to ensure that there were no survivors) and that, in her immobility and dire thirst, had resorted to drinking from a pool of blood that had collected near her in a (perceived) moment of weakness. Ten years later, she continues to regret her actions and feels forever destined to be haunted by her lost loved ones every time she takes a drink of water, eternally bound in the memory of their dying blood bond. Another woman who bears the physical scars from massive head wounds suffered during the massacre in her village expresses her strong objection to cover her with a head scarf as often suggested by well-intentioned people around her, arguing that her disfigurement serves as a constant, cautionary reminder to everyone on humankind's innate capacity for evil. At another site, a humble, religious man respectfully tends to a mass grave site and offers another explanation to the tragedy: "How can Christians kill other Christians? Surely they were possessed by Satan." At another site, a genial and reserved elderly woman on her way to church passes by a disused church that had been the site of another massacre and is being used to house the remains of genocide victims that still continue to be unearthed, and decides to pick some wild flowers to be placed among the skeletons, her countenance becoming increasingly impassioned and visibly distraught as she recounts her personal experience amidst the overwhelming quantity of skeletons neatly arranged before her, before apologizing to the off-screen interviewer (filmmaker Eric Kabera) for losing her composure. Keepers of Memory is a visceral, thoughtful, and deeply personal account of the human tragedy that continues to haunt its often forgotten, marginalized, and globally abandoned survivors. Contrasting the inarticulable, yet intimately heart-rending grief of the victims with the carefully wordsmithed, olive branch speeches from representatives of the international community eager to put its collective ignominious accountability behind (for callous and inhumanely reckless bureaucratic policies that exacerbated the tragedy) by acknowledging its failure to intervene, the film serves as a provocative and powerfully moving indictment of factionalism, moral complicity through abstention and inertia, and human indifference.

http://www.filmref.com/journal/archives/2005/04/keepers_of_memo.html
Background Information:

BPN: 686193

Quick Facts about Rwanda

Official Name: Republic of Rwanda

Capital: Kigali

Type of Government: Republic

Population: 8.1 million

Area: 26,340 sq. km

Major Ethnic Groups: Hutu, Tutsi, Twa

Languages: Kinyarwanda, Swahili, French, English

Religions: Christianity, Islam, indigenous beliefs

Unit of Currency: Rwandan franc

Date of Independence: July 1, 1962

National Flag: 
Three equal vertical bands of red, yellow and green, with a large black letter R in the centre
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http://cp.settlement.org/english/rwanda/rwatocan.html
Rwanda-Canada Bilateral Relations

Canada recognizes that Rwanda has begun a national reconciliation process, but remains vigilant with regard to policies that could diminish democracy. Canada regularly reminds Rwanda of the importance of a pluralist society and its commitments to the international community such as peace agreements with its neighbours in the Great Lakes region.

Canada established diplomatic relations with Rwanda in 1962. Canada has an Embassy office in Kigali and its Ambassador to Rwanda is posted to Nairobi. Rwanda reopened its embassy in Ottawa in 2004.

Rwanda is one of the 25 development partners announced in April 2005 within the International Policy Statement. From 2005 to 2011, the programming framework of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) in Rwanda will concentrate funding in two priority areas: fighting poverty (rural development and modernization of agriculture) and strengthening local governance. Canada has participated extensively in the international effort to re-establish Rwanda's social institutions and infrastructure following the genocide. Since 1994, Canada has invested over $225 million in this effort through a cooperation program that strengthened governance and justice, rebuilt communities and supported equality between men and women.

In spring 2004, Canada marked the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide by sponsoring the UN General Assembly's resolution proclaiming April 7, 2004 "International Day of Reflection on the Genocide in Rwanda" and participating in commemorative ceremonies in Kigali. Canada's Minister of Foreign Affairs co-chaired a conference in New York that focussed on the reforms to consider at the United Nations, including the theme "responsibility to protect." In April 2005, a week of genocide commemoration was organized in the nation's capital and in Montreal.

Canada strongly supports the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). Canada has provided $1 million in voluntary contributions since the establishment of the Tribunal and has also provided other forms of assistance, including through Foreign Affairs' Human Security Program. In June 1999, amendments to Canada's Extradition Act and several other statutes were adopted, in order to permit surrender of indictees directly to the Tribunal.

Finance Minister Ralph Goodale announced on April 13, 2005 that Canada would cancel Rwanda's total debt to Canada under the Canadian Debt Initiative ($3.2 million).

There is very little bilateral trade between Canada and Rwanda. In 2002, the value of Canadian exports to Rwanda was $1.7 million and imports totalled $800,000.

Regionally, Canada is supporting the World Bank's Multi-Country Demobilization and Reintegration Program (MDRP) with a contribution of $15 million. This program facilitates reintegration into civilian society of some 460,000 ex-combatants from nine countries who took part in conflicts in DRC, Rwanda and Burundi, promoting a return to peace and human security and creating a climate favouring economic recovery throughout the entire region.

Multilaterally, Canada is contributing to the process of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, particularly in its role as co-chair of the Group of Friends providing financial and diplomatic support for this African initiative. In support of this process, Ambassador Anne Leahy has been acting as Special Envoy for the Great Lakes Region since September 2004. At the Summit of the Heads of State of the Conference (November 19 and 20, 2004), the member countries adopted the Declaration of Dar Es Salaam on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in the Great Lakes Region.

http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/africa/rwanda-canada-en.asp
Curriculum Connections:
CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHC2D Canadian History Since World War I

Communities: Local, National, and Global

The Impact of External Forces on Canada

-explain the impact in Canada of the experience and memory of the Holocaust (e.g., immigration of Holocaust survivors; introduction of human rights legislation; policy dealing with hate crimes and Nazi war criminals; nature of response to occurrences of genocide/ethnic cleansing in the world after World War II; participation in International War Crimes tribunal);

CHC2P Canadian History Since World War I

Change and Continuity

Canada's International Position

-describe Canada’s responses to some of the major human tragedies that have occurred since World War I (e.g., genocide in Ukraine; the Holocaust; the Nanking massacre; genocide in Somalia and Rwanda; civil war in Bosnia; the AIDS crisis in Africa; September 11);

CHV2O Civics

Purposeful Citizenship

Responses to Civic Issues

- describe examples of human rights violations (e.g., Nuremberg laws, hate crimes, torture, genocide, political imprisonment, recruitment of child soldiers, gender-based discrimination) and assess the effectiveness of responses to such violations (e.g., media scrutiny, political responses, military intervention, international tribunals, pressure from non-governmental organizations);

- analyse the evolution of Canada’s participation in international tribunals (e.g., the Nuremberg trials after World War II; the International Court of Justice’s prosecution of war crimes; formation of the International Criminal Court).

CHT3O World History Since 1900: Global and Regional Perspectives

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

-assess the local, regional, and/or global impact of selected local and regional conflicts since 1900 (e.g., Northern Ireland, Middle East, East Timor, Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan, Somalia,  Rwanda)

 – assess Canada’s changing role in international affairs (e.g., as a colonial adjunct, a newly independent nation, a major partner in war efforts, a peacekeeper and middle power, a leader in humanitarian causes).

Citizenship and Heritage

The Rights of Individuals and Groups

– explain how genocides that have taken place since 1900 have affected not only the victims and victimizers but also the world at large (e.g., famine in Ukraine, the Holocaust, mass executions under Pol Pot,

Rwandan genocide, ethnic cleansing in Bosnia).

CHY4U World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

The Nature of Interactions Among Communities

– analyse the processes and implications of imperialism, decolonization, and nation building in various parts of the world (e.g., historical interpretations of imperialism, including world systems theory, Whig, Marxist, and modernist; Western imperialism; growth of multinational and transnational corporations;  Hollywoodization”; rise of militant Islam; Persian Gulf Wars; ethnic conflicts in Africa).

Conflict and Cooperation

– analyse key factors that have led to conflict and war (e.g . ,demographic pressures, as in the dislocation of Aboriginal populations; religious, cultural, and racial issues, as in the Russian pogroms, the American Civil War, the Mahdist insurrections, the Eritrean crisis; national and imperial rivalries, as in the Seven Years’ War, the Napoleonic Wars, World War I, World War II, the Cold War; genocides, including the Holocaust; resource-based conflict, as in the Boer War and the Congo);

– evaluate the course and consequences of selected conflicts and wars since the sixteenth century (e.g., types of weapons used, guerrilla war versus set battles, civilian involvement, treatment of prisoners; casualties, “collateral damage”, refugees, destruction of property, economic and political readjustment, entrenchment of attitudes of superiority and resistance,

changes in social structures and gender relations, technological and medical

advances);

Citizenship and Heritage

Ideas and Cultures of the Non-Western World

– explain how European imperialism affected values, practices, and traditions in the non-Western world (e.g., changes in technology and in the approach to the natural world, changing social and political elites in India, development of the encomienda system of land holding in Latin America, influence of Christian missionaries in China and Africa, severing of

traditional communities in Africa, transformation of agriculture in Africa and Southeast Asia);

CHY4C World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

– describe the key factors that have led to conflict and war (e.g., population and resource-based conflicts, as in the dislocation of Aboriginal populations of Nigeria; religious, cultural, and racial issues, as in the Russian pogroms, conflict in Northern Ireland and Kashmir, the Holocaust, genocides in Armenia, Ukraine, and Cambodia; national and imperial rivalries, as in the Seven Years’ War, the Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War, World War I, World War II, the Cold War); 

– describe the course and consequences of selected conflicts and wars since the sixteenth century (e.g., types of weapons used, guerrilla war versus set battles, civilian involvement, treatment of prisoners; casualties, “collateral damage”, refugees, destruction of property, economic and political readjustment, entrenchment of attitudes of superiority and resistance,

changes in social structures and gender relations, technological and medical advances);

CPW4U Canada and World Politics

Values, Beliefs, and Ideologies

The International Influence of Ideologies

– analyse how predominant social and cultural beliefs and ideologies can affect minority groups both positively and negatively (e.g., through immigration policies and multiculturalism programs; through racial profiling, restriction of rights, genocide, or ethnic cleansing).

Nationalist and Internationalist Orientations

– determine the origins and effects of nationalistic and ethnocentric conflicts

and rivalries (e.g., between India and Pakistan, between Israel and Arab nations, among the diverse peoples of Indonesia, between Croatians and Serbians in the Balkan region, between Hutus and Tutsis in Central Africa, between Protestants and Roman Catholics in Northern Ireland);

Pre-Viewing:

There are disturbing and graphic images in this documentary. Discuss with your class to ensure students are prepared.

Post-Viewing:
Ask students how they felt while watching and to reflect on the freedoms and security afforded them in Canada.

Ensure the students understand the differences between the Hutu and the Tutsi groups and that approximately 1 million Tutsis were killed by the Hutu people during the 100 days of massacre. 

Assessment and Evaluation:
Examine the causes of this conflict by investigating the history of the Rwandans and their exposure to colonialism. How has this tragedy affected the rest of the world?

What is genocide? Ask students whether or not they would consider the 1994 atrocities to be genocide. They should provide arguments, historical examples and/or legal precedents that support their position.  

What did Canada do to help in Rwanda and in the International Criminal Tribunal afterward? Ask students to reflect on how the memory of the Nazi Holocaust affected our response to the Rwandan massacre.

Related Resources:
Website for the Documentary Keepers of Memory

www.keepersofmemory.com
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

http://www.ictr.org/
Verdicts of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

http://www.un.org/law/rwanda/
Resources from the African Studies Center

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/Country_Specific/Rwanda.html
Human Rights Watch: Leave None to Tell the Story: Genocide in Rwanda

http://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/rwanda/
Historical Chronology of Events in Rwanda

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/rwanda/etc/cron.html
Books

Philip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda, Picador, 1995

Alain Destaxhe, Rwanda and Genocide in the Twentieth Century, New York University Press, 1995
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


