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Nine Months, Six Blocks 

Duration:

28 minutes

Program Description:

Within the core of the diverse and densely populated neighbourhood of South Parkdale, Toronto, three lives unfold over nine months and six blocks.

9 Months, 6 Blocks is a poignant and lyrical chronicle of urban life. Told as an inner city trilogy, the film follows the lives of three disparate people, their stories poetically interconnected by the streets they live within and the place they call home.

From spring to winter, a troubled youth (Jade) comes to terms with his past by facing his future, a single Tibetan mother (Tsering) overcomes personal tragedy while building a life in a new country, and a senior (Peter) resident takes comfort in routine while embracing a community in constant transition. (Description modified from the NFB)
Background Information:

BPN: 766366

This film touches upon various topics, including diversity, the immigrant experience, urban life and seniors in our communities. We see a common theme throughout the video” each individual is volunteering in their community. This is a good video to introduce the idea of volunteering.

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

HIF1O/HIF2O Individual and Family Living

Personal and Social Responsibilities

Practical Skills

- prepare a plan to participate in activities in the community that support the functions of individuals and families (e.g., volunteer at a food bank; serve as an assistant Scout leader);

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHV2O Civics

Active Citizenship

The Resolution of Public Issues and Citizenship Participation

-demonstrate an understanding of their responsibilities as local, national, and global citizens by applying their knowledge of civics, and skills related to purposeful and active citizenship, to a project of personal interest and civic importance (e.g., participating in food and clothing drives; visiting seniors; participating in community festivals, celebrations, and events; becoming involved in human rights, antidiscrimination, or antiracism activities).

GUIDANCE

GLS1O/GLE1O Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in Secondary School

Learning Skills

Planning for Learning

- demonstrate understanding of how volunteer activities (e.g., mentoring, tutoring, coaching, community service), part-time work, and participation in school life can develop and enhance employability skills and strengthen one’s résumé;

GLS4O/GLE4O/GLE3O Advanced Learning Strategies: Skills for Success After Secondary School

Exploration of Opportunities

Opportunities

-explain the benefits of experiences such as volunteering and part-time work and other out-of-school activities for acquiring new knowledge and skills

Pre-Viewing:

Ask students about their own immigrant experiences. What did they find surprising/challenging/inspiring about coming to Canada?

Ask students if they volunteer. How has this improved their lives and the lives of others?

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Post-Viewing:
How and why are Jade, Peter and Tsering active in their communities?

Answer: Peter helps and sings at his church and nursing homes, volunteer teachers at a cultural school, Jade works at a community centre. Perhaps they want to give back to the community of Parkdale, perhaps they volunteer to combat their own loneliness, perhaps they like to meet and help people.

Ask students what they might say to each of the individuals featured in the video.

Have your class volunteer (this could count towards their requisite community service hours). See Assessment and Evaluation section.

Assessment and Evaluation:
Alone or in small groups, students should submit a proposal for volunteering and explain why they have chosen this particular opportunity. They should have this choice approved by the teacher. Students should submit a weekly log entry chronicling their efforts. Once the volunteering is complete students should submit a report outlining the benefits of volunteerism. For example, what they have learned, what skills they have gained, how this has benefited them in other ways, how the community has benefited. (This can count towards their community service hours.) Finally, they should explain their experience to the class. Please see BLM 2 for student worksheets and marking scheme.

Related Resources:
Volunteerism: Citizenship in Action

http://www.gov.on.ca/mczcr/english/citdiv/voluntar/
Volunteer Associations in Ontario

http://www.settlement.org/sys/link_redirect.asp?doc_id=1000514
Youth Assisting Youth

http://www.yay.org/
Volunteer Canada

http://www.volunteer.ca/volunteercanada/
Ontario School Counsellors' Association: Gateway to Community Involvement

http://www.osca.ca/involve.htm
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


