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The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow

Duration:

4 episodes, 1 hour each

Program Description:

This 4 part documentary provides the first comprehensive look at race relations in America between the Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement. The definitive series documents the context in which the laws of segregation known as the “Jim Crow” system originated and developed.

A landmark four-part series, THE RISE AND FALL OF JIM CROW explores segregation from the end of the civil war to the dawn of the modern civil rights movement. Lynchings and beatings by night. Demeaning treatment by day. And a life of crushing subordination for Southern blacks that was maintained by white supremacist laws and customs known as "Jim Crow." It was a brutal and oppressive era in American history, but during this time, large numbers of African Americans and a corps of influential black leaders bravely fought against the status quo, amazingly acquiring for African Americans the opportunities of education, business, land ownership, and a true spirit of community.

Part 1: Promises Betrayed (1865-1896)

The premiere episode begins with the end of the Civil War and Reconstruction, periods that held so much promise for free black men and women. But as the North gradually withdrew its support for black aspirations for land, civil and political rights, and legal due process, Southern whites succeeded in passing laws that segregated and disfranchised African Americans, laws that were reinforced with violence and terror tactics. By 1876, Reconstruction was over. "Promises Betrayed" recounts black response by documenting the work of such leaders as activist/separatist Benjamin "Pap" Singleton, anti-lynching crusader Ida B. Wells, as well as the emergence of Booker T. Washington as a national figure.

Part 2: Fighting Back (1896-1917)

The second episode explores the dramatic rise of a successful black middle class and the determination of white supremacists to destroy this fledgling black political power. Through the efforts of men and women like educator Charlotte Hawkins Brown, African Americans continued to move forward. Black artists created new genres of American music and an intellectual elite, personified by the pioneering W.E.B. Du Bois, emerged. Du Bois, a charter member of the newly founded National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), was the editor of its magazine, THE CRISIS. This episode ends with the violence at home giving way to warfare abroad as thousands of black Americans depart for World War I.

Part 3: Don’t Shout Too Soon (1917-1940)

Episode 3 chronicles the years between World Wars I and II, a time of increased mob violence, lynchings, and massacres of blacks. White supremacy was kept in place by terrorism, but three men, each part of the fledgling NAACP, led campaigns to confront these threats. W.E.B. Du Bois called for veterans of World War I to "return fighting." Walter White went among the lynchers to discover the truth behind the rapes and insurrections allegedly committed by blacks, and Charles Hamilton Houston designed and successfully applied a legal strategy that challenged Jim Crow and resulted in the famous "Brown vs. Board of Education" decision, which desegregated public schools in 1954.

Part 4: Terror and Triumph (1940-1954)

The final episode, "Terror and Triumph," examines the surge of black activism that took place after World War II. Prolonged legal battles led to Supreme Court decisions that opened doors and restored voting rights for blacks. The battle for freedom, dignity, and opportunity throughout America continued through the '50s and '60s -- and in many respects, continues today.

(http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/about.html)

Background Information:

BPN: 817420, 817421, 817422, 817423
In addition to the curriculum connections, this program is applicable for Black History Month and covers a period in American history that is often ignored: the period after the Civil War in which the African Americans continued to fight government-sanctioned discrimination and racism. Many individuals’ contributions are shown, including both well-known figures and everyday heroes. 

Curriculum Connections:
CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHV20 Civics

Informed Citizenship

Citizenship Within the Global Context

– evaluate civic actions of individuals and non-governmental organizations that have made a difference in global affairs (e.g., Cardinal Paul-Émile Léger, Jean Vanier, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Jody Williams, Craig Kielburger, David Suzuki, Stephen Lewis; International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières, YWCA/YMCA and YWHA/YMHA, Greenpeace, Inuit Circumpolar Conference).

Purposeful Citizenship

Responses to Civic Issues

– describe and assess the contributions that citizens and citizens’ groups make to the civic purposes of their communities (e.g., neighbourhood associations, service clubs);

– demonstrate an understanding of a citizen’s role in responding to non-democratic movements and groups (e.g., fascism, Stalinism; supremacist and racist organizations) through personal and group actions (e.g., the actions of individuals such as Medgar Evers, Emily Murphy, Norman Bethune, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Simon Wiesenthal, and those granted the title

“Righteous Among the Nations”; of groups such as the Canadian Civil

Liberties Association);

– describe examples of human rights violations (e.g., Nuremberg laws, hate crimes, torture, genocide, political imprisonment, recruitment of child soldiers, gender-based discrimination) and assess the effectiveness of responses to such violations (e.g., media scrutiny, political responses, military intervention, international tribunals, pressure from non-governmental organizations);

CHA3U American History

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Community Relations in the United States

– describe the experiences of African Americans to the present time, particularly in connection with slavery, emancipation, and the civil rights movement (e.g., segregation, disenfranchisement, educational restrictions);

Change and Continuity

– describe pivotal events that marked profound changes in American history

(e.g. American Revolution, Civil War, Prohibition, the Great Depression, Pearl Harbor, the Cold War, the VietnamWar, Watergate, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Gulf War, September 11); 

– describe the roles played by key individuals in the process of change in American history (e.g., George Washington, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Geronimo,Theodore Roosevelt, George Wallace, Betty Friedan, Cesar Chavez);

– analyse the changing roles played by minority groups in the development of American society (e. g . Aboriginal peoples, African Americans, Irish Americans, Italian Americans, Jewish Americans, Hispanic  Americans, Asian Americans, Amish, alternative lifestyle communities).

The Role of Continuity

– describe aspects of American history that reflect the process of continuity (e.g., the frontier, isolationism, civil rights);

Understanding Chronology and Cause and Effect

– describe the chronology of events relating to significant developments in American history (e.g., the American Revolution, the Civil War, changing roles of men and women, growth of industrial and technological power, American involvement in Vietnam);

– analyse the interrelationship between continuity and change in the  chronological flow of American history (e.g., political status of women following the American Revolution, Southern segregation and the

civil rights movement, amendments to the Constitution);

– explain how the study of cause and effect contributes to our understanding of change and continuity through the course of American history (e.g. westward pioneer migrations and conflict with Aboriginal peoples; abolitionism, the creation of new states, and the Civil War; stock market speculation and economic cycles; electrification and the development

of modern factories).

Citizenship and Heritage

Forming the American Identity

– explain how citizenship rights have been denied at particular times to certain groups (e.g. Aboriginal peoples, women, Blacks, Irish, Asians, Jews);

– evaluate the ideas and influences of American social, economic, and political thinkers (e.g. Thomas Paine, Henry David Thoreau, Angelina Grimké, John Dewey, W.E.B. DuBois, John Kenneth Galbraith,

Benjamin Spock, Gloria Steinem, Noam Chomsky).

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

American Society

– evaluate the role of education in spreading middle-class values in American society (e.g., the widespread use of McGuffey readers, Ivy League schools, the establishment of state colleges, progressive education,

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, integration);

Government and Law

– assess the effectiveness of the constitutional protection of individual rights by analysing key constitutional and legal issues (e.g., Plessy v. Ferguson, desegregation, Roe v.Wade, equal rights legislation, violations uncovered in impeachment investigations);

– explain the role of civil rights in the American political experience (e.g., colonial taxation; emancipation of slaves; child labour legislation; legislation to combat discrimination based on race, sex, or sexual orientation);

– assess the impact of selected individuals on the development of American political systems and structures (e.g., George Washington, Alexander  Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, William Lloyd Garrison, Abraham Lincoln, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Eugene V. Debs, Franklin

Roosevelt, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., Richard Nixon, Barney Frank, Ralph Nader);

CHT30 World History Since 1900: Global and Regional Perspectives

Change and Continuity

Chronology and Cause and Effect

– analyse the relationships between selected political, social, economic, and cultural issues and events since the beginning of the twentieth century (e.g. World War I and isolationism, the Great Depression and social welfare legislation, fishing practices and territorial waters, civil disobedience

and economic disruption).

Citizenship and Heritage

The Rights of Individuals and Groups

– describe factors that have interfered with individual and group rights since the beginning of the twentieth century (e.g., secret police and rigid censorship, policies of racial and ethnic exclusion and cleansing, gender-role restrictions, homophobia, poverty);

– analyse the growth of individual and group democratic rights in selected societies since 1900 (e.g., extension of the secret ballot, reduction of age and gender inequalities, global improvements in literacy and health, spread of ideas via global telecommunications technologies);

CHY4U World History: The West and the World

Change and Continuity

Change in History

– assess the influence of individuals and groups who have helped shape Western attitudes to change (e.g., Johannes Gutenberg, Martin Luther, Galileo, Montesquieu, James Watt, Mary Wollstonecraft, Michael Faraday, Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Thomas Edison, Marie Curie, Henry Ford, Albert Einstein, Simone de Beauvoir, Stephen Hawking; explorers and innovators, Luddites, Fabians, futurists, environmentalists);

Citizenship and Heritage

Citizenship and Human Rights

– describe a variety of forms of human servitude (e.g., slavery, indenture, genderrole restrictions, child labour); 

– describe the methods and impact of individuals, groups, and international organizations that have facilitated the advancement of human rights and/or social justice (e.g., John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,  Harriet Tubman, Elizabeth Fry, Peter Kropotkin, Mohandas Gandhi, Eleanor Roosevelt, Andrei Sakharov, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King Jr.,Vaclav

Havel, Rigoberta Menchu, Shirin Ebadi; French National Assembly of 1789, feminist and gay rights organizations, United Nations, Amnesty International, Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, International Criminal Court);

– assess the factors that have hindered the advancement of human rights (e.g., poverty, religious intolerance, anti– Semitism, racial bias and profiling, eugenics, imperialism, authoritarian governments, class and caste systems, sexual discrimination, homophobia, discrimination against people with disabilities).

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Social Structures

– describe a variety of types of social organization and social relationships that have evolved since the sixteenth century (e.g., communal relationships, rigid class and caste systems, minorities and majorities, client-patron relationships, relationships and systems involving discrimination,

systems based on equality of opportunity versus those based on equality of condition, virtual communities);

CHY4C World History: The West and the World

Change and Continuity

Change in History

– evaluate the influence of significant individuals and groups who have helped shape Western attitudes to change (e.g., Johannes Gutenberg, Martin Luther, Galileo, Montesquieu, James Watt, Mary Wollstonecraft, Michael Faraday, Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Thomas Edison, Marie Curie, Henry Ford, Albert Einstein, Simone de Beauvoir, Stephen Hawking; explorers and innovators, Luddites, Fabians, futurists, environmentalists);

Citizenship and Heritage

Citizenship and Human Rights

– describe various forms of human servitude (e.g., slavery, indenture, gender-role restrictions, child labour); 

– describe the contribution of individuals, groups, and international organizations who facilitated the advancement of individual and collective human rights (e.g., John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Harriet Tubman, Elizabeth Fry, Peter Kropotkin, Mohandas Gandhi, Eleanor Roosevelt, Andrei Sakharov, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, Vaclav

Havel, Rigoberta Menchú, Shirin Ebadi; National Assembly of 1789, feminist and gay rights organizations, United Nations, Amnesty International, Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, International Criminal

Court);

– explain how factors have impeded the advancement of human rights (e.g. 

poverty, religious intolerance, anti – Semitism, racial bias and profiling, eugenics, imperialism, authoritarian governments, class and caste systems, lack of education, sexual discrimination, homophobia) .

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Social Structures

– describe various types of social organization and social relationships that have evolved since the sixteenth century (e.g., communal relationships, rigid class and caste systems, minorities and majorities, client-patron relationships, relationships and systems involving discrimination, systems based on equality of opportunity versus those based on equality of condition,

virtual communities);

CHM 4E Adventures in World History

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Society and the Individual

– assess the contributions to society of significant individuals throughout history (e.g., Moses, Julius Caesar, William the Conqueror, Galileo, Harriet Tubman, Marie Curie, Sun Yat-sen, Albert Einstein,  Mohandas Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Bill Gates).

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Related Resources:
Teacher guides and lesson plans are available at:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


