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Imprint: Writing Lessons

David Mitchell: Language as a Magic Spell, Infinite, Evolving
Duration: 

7 minutes (approx.)

Program Description:

A conversation with British writer David Mitchell, author of the hit novel Cloud Atlas. The two-time Booker Prize nominee taught English as Second Language in Japan.   That experience made him appreciate the power of language, and it’s ability to evolve over time.

Background Information:

BPN: 883418

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft 

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

– analyse interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing;

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing

– select appropriate techniques, diction, voice, and style and use them effectively to communicate ideas and experiences (e.g., use a reflective tone in an ode; use analogy to explain a complex idea in an essay or report; use a personal voice and style to write narratives based on personal knowledge 

and experience; use an interior monologue or stream-of-consciousness

style to reveal character; use an authoritative voice in a critical review; consciously and consistently use anti-discriminatory and inclusive language);

Pre-Viewing:

This clip can be used as part of the introduction to the course, when talking about language, or when discussing creative non-fiction.

Ask students why they believe language to be important. Is it simply providing us the ability to communicate? (We can communicate without language!)

Post-Viewing:

Initiate a class debate about the importance of using precise language, the power of language, the effectiveness of lasting language. You may wish to provide some examples of imprecise language and discuss how the audience might interpret this.

Assessment:

Ask students to bring in a sample of written language where the power and effectiveness of the language had a lasting impact on them. They will present this to the class using appropriate diction, voice and style and briefly explain their choice to the class.

You may wish to compile a list of the sources of the students’ selections as an optional class-directed reading list.

Related Resources:
Books:

Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell (2004) Publisher: Vintage Canada

On-line Reviews:
http://www.complete-review.com/reviews/mitchelld/cloudas.htm
TVO: Imprint
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


