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Imprint: Writing Lessons 

The Role of Writers in Society

Duration:

8 mins. (approx)

Program Description:

Storytellers have played an important role within society since ancient times. Is the writer a spokesperson for our ideas, our desires, our dreams? Writing Lessons looks at the writer’s role in society.

This segment could be used during the Introduction to the Writer’s Craft
Background Information:

BPN: 883423

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"
Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series, hosted by Tina Srebotnjak, with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of The Writers' Craft or English literature.

Curriculum Connections:

ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

- analyze selected works and articles by writers from around the world to assess their practices and beliefs about writing
Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing
- write frequently for various purposes, including exploring ideas, feelings, and experiences; responding to the writing of others; and making inferences about the craft of writing

- use information and ideas generated by research, discussion, reflection, reading, viewing, and exploratory writing to develop the content of written work
Pre-Viewing:

Brainstorm ideas as a class and record responses on the black board.

1.  What is the role of the writer in society?

2.  What is the importance of literature within a culture?

Post-Viewing:
In small groups, discuss the ideas presented by the writers and critics, identifying connections with points made during the whole class brainstorming session, and making additional observations of their own.

Share group results with the class.

Assessment and Evaluation:
Writing Exercise:

Write a personal response in your writer’s journal.  Explore and expand upon the ideas presented in today’s discussion.  You might also address the following ideas: 

(a) What is the relationship between the writer, the subject, and the audience?

(b) Why do we as a society need writers?

(c) Why do you need to write?

Related Resources:
Following their journal writing, students might read one of the following articles:

“Why I Write” by George Orwell

http://www.resort.com/~prime8/Orwell/whywrite.html
“Excerpts from Why I Write” by Joan Didion

http://www.idiom.com/~rick/html/why_i_write.htm
Writing Lessons on-line:

www.tvo.org/imprint
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


