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Imprint: Writing Lessons

The Writing Process - Research 

(Writers on Research)

Duration: 

8 minutes (approx.)

Program Description:

From travels to the Yukon, to a stint on the Karaoke circuit, three Ontario writers talk about the experiences they've had in the name of research for their books. Kerri Sakamoto talks about her travels to Japan.  Andrew Pyper waxes poetic about his trips to the Amazon and the Yukon. And Ray Robertson took up karaoke, to better understand a character he's creating for an upcoming book. 

Background Information:

BPN: 883420

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

- analyze interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing

- write frequently to develop and practice writing skills, including incorporating vivid words and phrases, expressing ideas precisely, and experimenting with diction, syntax, sentence patterns, imagery, voice, and style, and maintain a portfolio containing their writing experiments throughout the course

- use information and ideas generated by research, discussion, reflection, reading, viewing, and exploratory writing to develop the content of written work

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

- assess the creative choices made in producing their written work

Pre-Viewing:

This clip can be used when discussing fiction. 

Personal Inventory:

1.  What first-hand experiences have you had that could be transformed into fiction? 

(i.e. travel, interesting jobs, life-changing moments, etc.)

2.  What specific details of sensory experience do you recall?  

(i.e. sight, sound, smell, touch, taste)

3.  What larger ideas, themes, or concerns could you use these details to communicate to your audience?

Post-Viewing:
1. How can we become subject experts to enrich our writing?

2. How is this knowledge important in creating verisimilitude?

Writing Exercise:

Using the information from your personal inventory, write a short vignette in which you use first-hand knowledge and specific sensory details to recreate these circumstances from the perspective of a fictional character who may or may not be like you.  Consider whether this experience represents a turning point or crisis, an important revelation or awakening, or a first life experience for the character.

Assessment and Evaluation:
“In reading a story, you complete the ‘art experience’ by entering the world created for you by the writer.  The ‘recognitions’ will occur if the story contains valid human experience...” – Kathryn Broughton

Peer Reader Response:

1.  List the four most striking specific details from the vignette.  Select one and discuss the thoughts and/or emotions it triggers.

2.  Highlight fresh language, striking juxtapositions, and/or use of sensory imagery to create a ‘valid human experience.’

3.  In what ways did you as a reader experience: an explosion of recognition, a mental or emotional connection with the character, a sense of viewing the world through another’s eyes, and/or a fresh insight into life?

Peer Reader Response:

Provide concrete supporting examples from the writing to substantiate your responses.

1.  Does the editorial advance a clearly stated position?

2.  Are supporting arguments presented convincingly?

3.  Is evidence relevant, apt, and concrete?

4.  Does the writer maintain a consistent tone?  Is this tone appropriate to the editorial position?

5.  Does the writer make effective use of original rhetorical devices throughout?

6.  Does the writer conclude persuasively?

Related Resources:
For teacher evaluation of student vignettes, consider the following resources:

“Checklist: Descriptive Writing”

Viewpoints 11 Teacher Resource, Pearson Education Canada Inc., 2001

“Narrative Writing Rubric”

Echoes 12 Teacher Resource, Oxford University Press, 2002

TVO: Imprint

www.tvo.org/imprint






[image: image3.png]members
make it happen



For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


