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Imprint: Writing Lessons

Challenges of the writing life: Rejection Letters
Duration: 

8 minutes (approx.)

Program Description:

Rejection Letters… They are a cold, hard reality of the writer's life.  Writing Lessons shares the pain with some Ontario authors who've been at the receiving end of the dreaded "don't call us, we'll call you" reactions from publishers.

Background Information:

BPN: 883419

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft 

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

– analyse interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing;

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

– assess the content, organization, style, and impact of drafts and final versions of informational and literary written work produced by peers, providing objective and constructive suggestions (e.g., discuss in a

group the content and impact of a narrative; work with a partner to identify

strengths and weaknesses in a draft of a poem; participate in a peer conference to provide feedback on a script in progress; assess the organization of the argument in an editorial; develop criteria to assess various forms of writing);

Pre-Viewing:

Ask students to think about a time when they felt rejected. How might it feel to have personal written work rejected by a publisher?

Post-Viewing:

Have a class discussion of feedback/criticism and its role in developing confidence both as a writer and in one’s writing.

Assessment:

Have students write a “feedback letter” offering objective and constructive criticism to a peer on a draft of any written work they have completed or are currently working on. The author and reviewer should discuss with each other how helpful the review was in improving their writing process or written work. A peer-assessment can be used.

Related Resources:
On-line: 

“Rejection Collection” read rejection letters from a number of different sources: publishers, magazines, art galleries etc.
www.rejectioncollection.com
TVO: Imprint

www.tvo.org/imprint
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


