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www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

Imprint Writing Lessons: 

Poetry and Popular Culture

Duration:

The entire program is 30 minutes. This lesson plan is based on one particular 7-minute clip about “Random Acts of Poetry”.

Program Description:

The main purpose of Random Acts of Poetry is to raise awareness of literacy, literature and poetry in the general public. In this clip, we see poets reading or reciting their poetry to random strangers.

Background Information:

BPN: 883414
The annual Random Acts of Poetry week is a Canadian initiative that promotes poetry, poets and literacy in a fresh way to everyday people in their everyday lives.

Imprint Writing Lessons: A magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. The stories, which originally were broadcast on TVO's book show Imprint, are a mix of interviews, panels, mini-documentaries, profiles, and features that would interest a student of creative writing or English literature. 

For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

ENG1D English

Writing

Organizing Ideas and Information in Written Work

– use a unifying image, mood, or voice to structure descriptive paragraphs or poems;

– use a single controlling idea and connecting words to structure a series of paragraphs;

Revising Drafts

- make constructive suggestions to peers (e.g., use established criteria when discussing a piece of writing; point out confusing words, sentences, or paragraphs);

– consider reactions from teachers, peers, and others in revising and editing written work.

Editing, Proofreading, and Publishing

– select the publication method or vehicle most accessible or appealing to the intended audience (e.g., a writing exchange with peers; an author reading; publication in a class anthology);

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

– plan and make oral presentations to a small group or the class, selecting and using vocabulary and methods of delivery to suit audience and purpose (e.g., identify purpose and audience; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, revise, and assess presentations such as dramatizations, 

reports, and speeches);

– use specific examples, facial expressions, gestures, intonation, humour, and visual aids and technology, as appropriate, to engage the audience’s interest during oral presentations;

– analyse their own and others’ oral presentations to identify strengths and

weaknesses, and plan ways to improve their performance.

ENG1P English

Writing

Organizing Ideas and Information in Written Work

– use a unifying image, emotion, or sensation to structure descriptive paragraphs or poems;

Revising Drafts

– make constructive suggestions to peers, using prompts, checklists, open-ended statements, and questions (e.g., Give me some more details about…, I’m confused about…, Does this piece of writing have a beginning, middle, and end?); 

– consider reactions from teachers, peers, and others in revising and editing written work.

Editing, Proofreading, and Publishing

– select the publication method or vehicle most accessible or appealing to the intended audience (e.g., bulletin-board display; performance of a script or speech; writing exchange; electronic posting);

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

– work with a partner to plan and make oral presentations to a small group, selecting and using vocabulary and methods of delivery to suit audience and purpose (e.g., identify purpose; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, and revise presentations such as interviews, role plays, and short reports);

– analyse their own and others’ oral communication skills, identifying strengths and weaknesses and suggesting ways to improve.

ENG2D English

Writing

Revising Drafts

– make constructive suggestions to peers in a writing conference (e.g., identify ways to address problems of control in writing such as redundancies or inappropriate level of language; create checklists based on established criteria and use them when discussing a piece of writing);

– consider reactions of teachers, peers, and others in revising and editing written work.

Editing, Proofreading, and Publishing

– select the publication method or vehicle most accessible or appealing to the intended audience, using technology in a variety of ways where appropriate (e.g., write a letter or e-mail message to recommend a book to a friend; submit work to a writing contest in the required format; write and format a concrete poem for the school yearbook);

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

– plan and make oral presentations independently, adapting vocabulary and using methods of delivery to suit audience, purpose, and topic (e.g., identify purpose and audience; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, and revise presentations such as dramatizations, panel discussions, and debates; assess their work independently and with help from peers);

– analyse their own and others’ oral presentations, identifying strengths and weaknesses and developing and carrying out plans for improvement.

ENG2P English

Writing

Revising Drafts

– make constructive suggestions to peers in a writing conference (e.g., use checklists based on established criteria when discussing a piece of writing);

– consider reactions of teachers, peers, and others in revising and editing written work.

Editing, Proofreading, and Publishing

– select the publication method or vehicle most accessible or appealing to the intended audience, using technology in a variety of ways where appropriate (e.g., write and send a letter requesting information; write a column for the school newspaper; create and format advertising and promotional posters and brochures);

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

– plan and make oral presentations, adapting vocabulary and methods of delivery to suit audience and purpose (e.g., identify purpose; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, revise, and assess presentations 

such as interviews, dramatizations, and reports);

– analyse their own and others’ oral presentations, identifying strengths and weaknesses and developing and carrying out plans for improvement.

ENG3U English

Writing

Organizing Ideas and Information in Written Work

– select and use appropriate organizational devices and patterns to structure short stories, poems, and multimedia presentations (e.g., use flashbacks to present background information in a short story; use extended metaphor in a poem; use a storyboard to establish sequence in a scene from a literary

work);

EWC4U The Writer’s Craft

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing

– produce thoughtful, effective publications and prepare them for  distribution to wider audiences (e.g., apply desktop publishing

techniques to enhance text for a school publication, using columns, graphics, pictures, design, colour, and borders; submit work to writing contests and celebrations; publish a poem or short story on an appropriate Internet website; format a major piece of original writing as an independent

study project);

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

– assess the creative choices made in producing their written work (e.g., the

choice of content, form, techniques, diction, voice, and style in relation to the purpose and audience);

– assess the content, organization, style, and impact of drafts and final versions of informational and literary written work produced by peers, providing objective and constructive suggestions (e.g., discuss in a

group the content and impact of a narrative; work with a partner to identify strengths and weaknesses in a draft of a poem; participate in a peer conference to provide feedback on a script in progress; assess the organization of the argument in an editorial; develop criteria to assess various forms of writing);

EWC4C The Writer’s Craft

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing

– produce written work for various purposes and audiences in a variety of forms, including children’s literature, poems, novels, stories, plays, reports, articles, advertising copy, media scripts, news stories, personal

essays, and opinion pieces;

– produce clear, effective publications and prepare them for distribution to wider audiences (e.g., apply desktop publishing techniques to enhance text for a school publication, using columns, graphics, pictures, design, colour, and borders; format a major piece of original writing as an independent

study project; publish an article on an appropriate Internet website);

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

– assess the content, organization, style, and impact of drafts and final versions of written work produced by peers, providing objective and constructive suggestions (e.g., assess the organization of information

in a report; work with a partner to identify strengths and weaknesses in a draft of a short story; participate in a peer conference to provide feedback on a poem in progress; develop criteria to assess various forms of writing; participate in a group discussion about the content and impact of a magazine article);

Pre-Viewing:

Students should be familiar with stylistic devices, such as simile, metaphor,  personification, imagery, foreshadowing, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, alliteration, and symbol.

Have students find and present to the class, a poem that they like. Students should explain why they like it. You may wish to provide a preliminary list of some poets they can choose from.

Post-Viewing:
Have a Random Acts of Poetry in your school. It can coincide with the annual Random Acts of Poetry week or not. Have students write and revise, with a peer, original poetry. By visiting the Random Acts of Poetry website (see Related Resources), you can download signs and logos to advertise the event in your school. Students should choose where/when to present or publish their poems. For example, during the week you select for you Random Acts of Poetry event, poems can be read after the morning announcements, at assemblies, at staff meetings, in the cafeteria etc. If you want to extend this and incorporate the use of technology, poems can be published in the school newspaper, yearbook or on the school’s/teacher’s website. Superlative poems may be send for publication to a magazine or entered in a poetry contest. Students should analyze their own presentation and the presentation of a peer using BLM2 (see Assessment and Evaluation section).

Assessment and Evaluation:
Please see BLM2 for a rubric to assess the poetry written by the students. This rubric can be used for self-assessment, peer-assessment and teacher-assessment.

Related Resources:
www.randomactsofpoetry.com
www.tvo.org/imprint
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make it happen



For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


