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Imprint: Writing Lessons

East Coast Writers (Lisa Moore)

Duration: 

10 minutes

Program Description:

In this segment, watch an interview with Canadian author Lisa Moore, who reads from her book and discusses her interests, writing and Giller Prize nominations.

Background Information:

BPN: 883416

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

– analyse interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing;

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing

– write frequently for various purposes, including exploring ideas, feelings, and experiences; responding to the writing of others; and making inferences about the craft of writing (e.g., regularly compare their written explorations to identify imaginative approaches and to improve written work);

– use group skills effectively during the production of written work (e.g., participate in collaborative writing projects; share responses to works in progress).

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

– assess the creative choices made in producing their written work (e.g., the

choice of content, form, techniques, diction, voice, and style in relation to the purpose and audience);

– assess the content, organization, style, and impact of drafts and final versions of informational and literary written work produced by peers, providing objective and constructive suggestions (e.g., discuss in a

group the content and impact of a narrative; work with a partner to identify

strengths and weaknesses in a draft of a poem; participate in a peer conference to provide feedback on a script in progress; assess the organization of the argument in an editorial; develop criteria to assess various forms of writing);– use group skills effectively during the assessment of written work (e.g., make critical and constructive suggestions for revision; use feedback to improve their own and peers’ writing).

Pre-Viewing:

This clip can be used when discussing short fiction. Ask students to recommend to the class some short fiction books which they have liked and compile a list.

This clip can also be used to introduce the concept of meta-writing. Before watching this clip, ask students how many of them have kept a journal. Explain that the clip will be used to introduce the concept of metawriting (or writing about the process of writing), something which they may never have done.

Post-Viewing:
Discuss the concept of metawriting with the class.

Additional questions to ask students:

-What have you learned from this author that you might apply to your own writing?

-What have you learned that you might apply in the writer’s circle / workshop?

Activity: Create a Writer’s Journal (Metawriting)

Students will complete an entry in a writer’s journal where they can investigate the creative process based on Moore’s ideas about “vulnerability and identity” and “danger and becoming”.

Future suggestions for journal entries could include asking students to write about their observations in everyday life, questions they ponder, the meaning of something they encounter (a film, quotation etc.), their own feelings, personality and values, relationships etc.

Alternatively, have students write short fiction. They should be assigned to small groups, who can provide each other with feedback on the stories as they write and on the final product. This could be submitted as a culminating task for evaluation if so desired.

Assessment and Evaluation:
Assess students’ journals regularly. For evaluation purposes, you may wish to provide marks for the quality of the individual entries as well as the process of keeping a journal.

Related Resources:
Books by Lisa Moore: 

Open* (2002)

Degrees of Nakedness (2004)

Alligator* (2005)

*Giller Prize nomination
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


