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Imprint: Writing Lessons

The “KidLit” Beat: Writing for kids
Duration: 

8 minutes (approx.)

Program Description:

Adult Novelists who write books for Kids: Margaret Atwood has done it, as have a slew of authors who are known for writing adult fiction. We look at writers who've made the leap into KidLit, and see how their books stand up for young readers.

This segment would be useful for a unit on Fiction.
Background Information:

BPN: 883429
"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U0 The Writer’s Craft 

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Analyzing Models of Writing

- describe the distinctive elements of a range of forms within specific genres

- assess the relationships among the ideas in a passage, its purpose and audience, and the writer’s choices of techniques, diction, voice, and style

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

- analyze interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing

- analyze selected works and articles by writers from around the world to assess their practices and beliefs about writing

Pre-Viewing:

1.  What are common myths about writing for children?

2.  What unique requirements / techniques must be considered when writing for a young audience?

3.  What has led to an increased interest in children’s literature today?

Post-Viewing:

1.  What do the authors profiled in this segment have in common?

2.  How can an understanding of the conventions of adult fiction enrich one’s writing for children? And vice versa?

Assessment and Evaluation:

Use the rubric provided (BLM 2).

Select a children’s book you remember fondly.  Reread it carefully, from a writer’s perspective.  Note interesting features of figurative language, rhyme, rhythm, repetition, humour, characterization, conflict, plot, narrative structure, etc.

In a 2 – 5 minute oral presentation, teach us what you have learned, using specific examples from the book to support each of your conclusions. Make sure you bring your book to class.

Submit the rubric prior to your oral presentation.

Related Resources:

Booth, David, ed.  Writers on Writing: a guide to writing and illustrating children’s books.  Markham: Overlea Books, 1988.

Clark, Margaret.  Writing for Children.  London: A&C Black, 1993.
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


