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Imprint: Writing Lessons

The Festival Circuit (Toronto International Festival of Authors)

Duration: 

10 minutes

Program Description:

Imprint had a special invitation in 2004 to participate in Toronto’s International Festival of Authors. Tina Srebotnjak hosted two spirited discussions with Festival writers in front of live audiences. In this roundtable,  our panelists were Danish writer Jakob Ejersbo,  Canada’s Elisabeth Harvor,  Ernesto Quinonez from New York City, and Seth Kantner from Alaska.
Background Information:

BPN: 883417

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

– analyse interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing;

– analyse selected works and articles by writers from around the world to assess their practices and beliefs about writing;

Pre-Viewing:

This clip can be used early in the course as part of an introductory discussion to establish procedures for course / expectations of students, focusing on key ideas of: 1) writing begets writing 2) allowing yourself the luxury to write badly; 3) the need to let go of what isn’t working.

In addition, this clip can be used to begin investigating short fiction.       

Post-Viewing:

What was surprising about what you heard about the daily life of an author? Did someone say something that really resonated with you?

Did you imagine the life of a writer to be different that what was described?

Assessment:

Questions to ask students to begin thinking about as they analyze their own writing process (you may wish to make this the assignment for the first journal entry):

-When do you get inspired? What inspires you to write?

-What characteristics do you have that make you a good writer (or make you want to write)?

-What traits might make it difficult to write?

-Think of something you have written that you like. What do you like about it? When and why did you write it? How is it different from a piece you have written that you dislike?

Related Resources:
Books

Nordkraft (“Northern Power”) by Jakob Ejersbo
Let Me Be the One by  Elisabeth Harvor

Bodega Dreams by Ernesto Quiñonez

Ordinary Wolves by Seth Kantner

Toronto International Festival of Authors:

www.readings.org
TVO: Imprint

www.tvo.org/imprint
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


