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Imprint: Writing Lessons 

Alternative Voices

Duration:

8 min. (approx.)

Program Description:

John who?  Meet the Canadian writer who nobody had ever heard of before his Giller nomination this year.  John Gould writes microfiction - tales that are so short, he calls them "palm of the hand” stories.

This segment would be appropriate when discussing fiction.
Background Information:

BPN: 883422

"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"
Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series, hosted by Tina Srebotnjak, with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of The Writers' Craft or English literature.

Curriculum Connections:

ENGLISH

EWC 4U The Writer’s Craft 

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Analyzing Models of Writing

- describe the distinctive elements of a range of forms within specific genres.
Understanding the Writer’s Craft

- analyze interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing
- organize information and ideas effectively to suit the form, purpose for writing, and intended audience

- select appropriate techniques, diction, voice, and style and use them effectively to communicate ideas and experiences

Assessing Their Own and Others’ Written Work

- assess the creative choices made in producing their written work
Pre-Viewing:

1.  What is a short story?  Consider your expectations about: structure, style, conventions, literary elements, etc.

2.  In what ways do you think a short story is unique from other forms of story-telling?

3.  What makes this genre particularly attractive for the modern reader?

Post-Viewing:
1.  How does Gould’s fiction compare to your expectations?

2.  How might micro-fiction be compared to other modern forms of story-telling?

3.  What do you see as its advantages? Its disadvantages?

Writing Exercise:

Choose a small story idea and challenge yourself to write a piece of flash fiction or “postcard story” (i.e. something short enough to be written on the back of a postcard!).  Your finished product should be somewhere between 75 and 500 words in length – but remember that you might have to do considerable “ruthless editing” and rewriting to get there!  The challenge is not only working within a word limit, but in ensuring that your language is clear and vivid and that all aspects of your story are fully developed.  The reader should feel satisfied at the conclusion of the story!

Assessment and Evaluation:
Reflective Journal Entry (after writer’s workshop session):

1.  What were the pleasures of writing micro-fiction?

2.  What were the challenges?

3.  How might this experience of writing micro-fiction assist you in writing longer fiction pieces?  (i.e. What have you learned about clarity, condensed images, and concise communication?)

Related Resources:
For more information on micro-fiction, consult the following resources:

“Sudden Teaching: Very Short Fiction by John Gould”

http://www.bctf.ca/BCTELA/update/47.2-Oct05/47.2SuddenTeaching.html
“Flash What? A Quick Look at Flash Fiction”

http://www.writing-world.com/fiction/flash.shtml
“Writing Flash Fiction”

http://www.fictionfactor.com/guests/flashfiction.html
“The Essentials of Micro-Fiction”

http://www.pifmagazine.com/SID/313/
“‘Palm-of-the-Hand’ Stories by Alan Nicoll”

http://www.angelfire.com/art/megathink/stories/palm_stories.html
Writing Lessons on-line: 

www.tvo.org/imprint
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


