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Imprint: Writing Lessons

Aboriginal Voices: Thomas King
Duration: 

8 minutes (approx.)

Program Description:

Shelagh Rogers interviews author Thomas King, who is one of the foremost writers of fiction about Canada’s native people. His books include Medicine River; Green Grass, Running Water (which was nominated for the Governor General’s Award in 1993), One Good Story, That One; and Truth and Bright Water. He has also written books for children, and a popular CBC radio series.

This segment would be useful in a unit on Fiction.

Background Information:

BPN: 883427
"Literary gold from the Imprint archives"

Writing Lessons is a magazine-style archival series with links to creative writing and Canadian literature curricula. Based on TVO's long-running books and writers series Imprint, Writing Lessons features a lively mix of interviews, literary panels, mini-documentaries, author profiles, and on-the-street features that will engage students and enhance their study of creative writing or English literature.
For more on Imprint’s Writing Lessons, please visit www.tvo.org/imprint
Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

EWC 4U0 The Writer’s Craft 

Investigating the Writer’s Craft

Understanding the Writer’s Craft

- analyze interviews with and articles by a variety of writers about the craft and practice of writing to increase knowledge of the techniques, skills, and processes of writing

Practising the Writer’s Craft

Producing Effective Writing
- write frequently to develop and practice writing skills, including incorporating vivid words and phrases, expressing ideas precisely, and experimenting with diction, syntax, sentence patterns, imagery, voice, and style, and maintain a portfolio containing their writing experiments throughout the course

- select appropriate techniques, diction, voice, and style and use them effectively to communicate ideas and experiences

Pre-Viewing:

1. Why do we use humour to address serious issues?
2. Why isn’t there enough humour in our lives?
Post-Viewing:

1. How does Thomas King make use of metaphor in his writing?

2. What have you learned about the creative process from this interview?

Writing Exercise:

Choose a metaphor which has stayed with you or which intrigues you.  Write a humorous or ironic vignette in which you experiment with this metaphor and its implications.
Assessment and Evaluation:

Please use rubric (BLM 2).
Experiments in Humour:

First, have students complete a self-assessment. They should give themselves a mark for each criterion, using the space in the row to explain what they were trying to do. For each criterion, they should give specific examples which show they were performing at their best.

Related Resources:

Allen, Steve.  Make ‘Em Laugh.  Buffalo: Prometheus Books, 1993.

Hayden Taylor, Drew.  Me Funny.  Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2005.

Helitzer, Mel.  Comedy Writing Secrets. Cincinnati: Writer’s Digest Books, 1987.

Leacock, Stephen.  Humor: its theory and technique, with examples and samples.  Toronto: Dodd, 1935.

Pearson, Ken.  Writing Humour: how to write funny articles, columns and letters for profit and pleasure.  Oxford: How to Books, 1998.

Rishel, Mary Ann.  Writing Humor: Creativity and the Comic Mind.  Detroit: Wayne State UP, 2002.

Schreiber, Brad.  What Are You Laughing At?  Studio City, CA: Michael Wiese Productions, 2004.
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


