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The Colour of War

Duration:

3 parts, 50 minutes each

Program Description:

Until this series, film footage of World War Two has always been black and white.  For the first time, original colour footage is used.  Events are described from letters and diaries of people present.  

PART 1: This episode begins with the rise of the National Socialists (Nazis) in Germany, and the Fascists in Spain and Italy.  There is film from the coronation of George VI, pro Fascist rallies in Britain, the Spanish Civil War, and other major events leading up to the outbreak of war in September, 1939.  Eva Braun’s home movies show Hitler and the people who socialized with him.  There is footage and photographs of the war itself in Russia, Poland, and Western Europe.  We also see defence activities in Britain following the defeat in France and Belgium.  Civilian life is shown, depicting how people’s lives changed quickly.  Much of the war footage shows dead and wounded as well as refugees and prisoners of war.  This episode ends with the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbour December 7, 1941.

PART 2: This episode includes colour footage of the D-Day preparations and landings.  Rare footage of Canadians is featured.  The war’s progression through to VE Day and VJ Day is documented and includes disturbing images of concentration camps, dead civilians and soldiers, and brutality.

PART 3: After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour the United States was fully engaged as a combatant.  This episode includes Japanese-Americans’ home movies.  Archival footage includes U.S. detention camps for Japanese-Americans, Canadian seamen on duty in the North Atlantic, American women war workers.  There is footage from the Battle of the Atlantic, both German and Allied.  German and Russian footage illustrates the war in Middle and Eastern Europe.  This includes hangings, shootings, injured and dying soldiers and civilians, injured and dying children.  The Germans’ defeat at Stalingrad and their retreat are shown.  Allied bombing raids on Germany are shown, seen both from the air and from the ground.  The U.S. war in the Pacific is well covered, including shots of atrocities.

Background Information:

BPN: 201301, 201302, 201303

Footage may disturbing to some viewers.

Curriculum Connections:
CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHC2D Canadian History Since World War I

Communities: Local, National, and Global

The Impact of External Forces on Canada

- assess the influence of Great Britain and Europe on Canada’s participation in war and peacekeeping (e.g., World War I, World War II, Suez Crisis, Cyprus, Bosnia);

-  explain the impact in Canada of the experience and memory of the Holocaust (e.g., immigration of Holocaust survivors; introduction of human rights legislation; policy dealing with hate crimes and Nazi war criminals; nature of response to occurrences of genocide/ethnic cleansing in the world after World War II; participation in International War Crimes tribunal);

Canada's Participation in War, Peace, and Security

-  explain the causes of World War I and World War II and how Canada became involved in these two wars;

- describe Canada’s and Canadians’ contributions to the war effort overseas during World War I and World War II (e.g., Ypres, Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, Hong Kong, Battle of the Atlantic, Dieppe, Sicily, D-Day; contributions of individuals, such as Billy Bishop, Georges Vanier, Tommy Prince; contributions of groups, such as Aboriginal peoples; convoys; liberation of prisoners from Nazi concentration/death camps);

- analyse significant events related to the Holocaust (e.g., the rise of anti-Semitism and Nazism; Kristallnacht; establishment of ghettos, concentration camps, and death camps) and Canada’s response to those events;

-describe atrocities committed during World War II and assess Canada’s response to them (e.g., Nanking massacre, Battle of Hong Kong and its aftermath, concentration camps, Nazi murder of Canadian prisoners of war in Normandy, fire bombing of Dresden);

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Economic and Social Conditions

- explain how and why the Canadian economy developed and became more diversified as a result of World War II;

Changing Role of Government

-  evaluate the role of government in promoting economic opportunity in post–World War II Canada (e.g., developing infrastructure such as the Trans-Canada Highway and the St. Lawrence Seaway; implementing agreements for the DEW Line and free trade; promoting resource development at Elliot Lake; promoting tourism by supporting the Olympic and Commonwealth games).

CHC2P Canadian History Since World War I

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Forces Shaping Canada's Policies and Canadian Identity

-describe some aspects of the impact in Canada of the experience and memory of the Holocaust (e.g., immigration of Holocaust survivors; introduction of human rights legislation; policies relating to hate crimes and Nazi war criminals; nature of response to occurrences of genocide/ethnic cleansing in the world since World War II; participation in International War Crimes tribunal);

Canada's Participation in War, Peace, and Security

-  identify the causes of World War I and World War II and explain how Canada became involved in these two wars;

- describe some of the contributions Canada and Canadians made to the war effort overseas during World War I and World War II (e.g., Ypres, Vimy Ridge, Hong Kong, the Battle of the Atlantic, Dieppe, Ortona, D-Day; contributions of individuals, such as Billy Bishop; contributions of groups, such as Aboriginal peoples; liberation of the Netherlands; convoys; liberation of prisoners from Nazi concentration/death camps);

-describe the events leading up to the Holocaust (e.g., rise of anti-Semitism and Nazism; Kristallnacht; establishment of ghettos, concentration camps, and death camps; voyage of SS St. Louis) and assess Canada’s response to those events;

-  summarize Canada’s role in some key Cold War activities from 1945 to 1989 (e.g., espionage, nuclear arms race, North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO], Korean War, North American Air Defence Command [NORAD], Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam War, détente, cruise missile testing and protests);

- assess some examples of the roles and functions of the Canadian armed forces since 1945, such as peacekeeping and peace making and maintaining security (e.g., Suez Crisis, Cyprus, October Crisis, Oka Crisis, Gulf War of 1991, Somalia, Afghanistan).

Change and Continuity

Canada's International Position

- identify changes in Canada’s international status since World War I (e.g., increasing independence from Britain; membership in international organizations such as the League of Nations, the United Nations, the G8, the Commonwealth of Nations, la Francophonie);

- describe Canada’s responses to some of the major human tragedies that have occurred since World War I (e.g., genocide in Ukraine; the Holocaust; the Nanking massacre; genocide in Somalia and Rwanda; civil war in Bosnia; the AIDS crisis in Africa; September 11);

- describe the development of Canada’s role as a world leader in defending human rights since World War II (e.g., drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for the United Nations; introduction of Ontario Human Rights Code, 1962, and Canadian Human Rights Act, 1977; the work of Louise Arbour in Bosnia);

CHT3O World History Since 1900: Global and Regional Perspectives

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

– explain the causes, course, and results of World War I and World War II

(e.g., alliance systems, rise of fascism; trench warfare, Blitzkrieg; Treaty of

Versailles, economic dislocation);

The International Community

– assess Canada’s changing role in international affairs (e.g., as a colonial adjunct, a newly independent nation, a major partner in war efforts, a peacekeeper and middle power, a leader in humanitarian causes).

Change and Continuity

Chronology and Cause and Effect

– describe the cause-and-effect relationship between decisions taken in history and their consequences in helping to shape significant historical events (e.g., the conditions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 and the outbreak of World War II, the decision to create the state of Israel and subsequent tensions in the Middle East, the formation of trading blocs and

their effect on national autonomy);

Citizenship and Heritage

The Rights of Individuals and Groups

– explain how genocides that have taken place since 1900 have affected not only the victims and victimizers but also the world at large (e.g., famine in Ukraine, the Holocaust, mass executions under Pol Pot, Rwandan genocide, ethnic cleansing in Bosnia).

Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication

Research

-organize and record information gathered through research, using a variety of methods (e.g., summaries, lecture notes, note taking, visual organizers, maps);

Interpretation and Analysis

– analyse information, employing concepts and theories appropriate to historical inquiry (e.g., chronology, cause and effect, short- and long-term consequences); 

Communication

– express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of styles and forms (e.g., reports, essays, debates, group presentations);

– use an accepted form of documentation (e.g., footnotes, endnotes, or author-date citations; bibliographies or reference lists) to acknowledge all sources of information, including electronic sources;

– use appropriate terminology to communicate results of inquiries into historical topics and issues.

CHI4U Canada: History, Identity, and Culture

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Canada’s International Role

– explain how the role Canada has played in international events and organizations has

changed the way the country has been perceived by Canadians and/or the international

community 

Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication

Research

-organize and record information gathered through research, using a variety of methods (e.g., summaries, lecture notes, note taking, visual organizers, maps);

Interpretation and Analysis

– analyse information, employing concepts and theories appropriate to historical inquiry (e.g., chronology, cause and effect, short- and long-term consequences);

Communication

– express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of styles and forms (e.g., reports, essays, seminars, debates, group presentations);

– use an accepted form of documentation (e.g., footnotes, endnotes, or author-date citations; bibliographies or reference lists)to acknowledge all sources of information, including electronic sources;

– use appropriate terminology to communicate results of inquiries into historical topics and issues.

CHY4U World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

– analyse key factors that have led to conflict and war 

Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication

Research

– organize and record information gathered through research, using a variety of methods (e.g., summaries, lecture notes, note taking, visual organizers, maps);

Interpretation and Analysis

– analyse information, employing concepts and theories appropriate to historical inquiry (e.g., chronology, cause and effect, short- and long-term consequences);

Communication

– express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of styles and forms (e.g., reports, essays, seminars, debates, group presentations);

– use an accepted form of documentation (e.g., footnotes, endnotes, or author-date citations; bibliographies or reference lists) to acknowledge all sources of information, including electronic sources;

– use appropriate terminology to communicate results of inquiries into historical topics and issues.

CHY4C World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

– describe the key factors that have led to conflict and war 

Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication

Research

– organize and record information gathered through research, using a variety of methods (e.g., summaries, lecture notes, note taking, visual organizers, maps);

Interpretation and Analysis

– analyse information, employing concepts and theories appropriate to historical inquiry (e.g., chronology, cause and effect, short- and long-term consequences);

Communication

– express ideas, arguments, and conclusions, as appropriate for the audience and purpose, using a variety of styles and forms (e.g., reports, essays, seminars, debates, group presentations);

– use an accepted form of documentation (e.g., footnotes, endnotes, or author-date citations; bibliographies or reference lists) to acknowledge all sources of information, including electronic sources;

– use appropriate terminology to communicate results of inquiries into historical topics and issues.

Pre-Viewing:
Some images in this documentary are disturbing. Discuss the atrocities committed during WWII and the human cost of war.

Briefly summarize the causes of WWII. Make a timeline on the chalkboard, highlighting Canada’s contributions to the war.

Ask students to Think-Pair-Share about whether they think that war is justifiable.

Ask students whether or not they have a relative who has fought in a war. You may wish to point out that the likelihood of this is much higher for students who come from other countries.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

An answer key for BLM 1 is available through the Curriculum Resource Bank. Free access is available for teachers, librarians and administrators at any of the 72 district school boards and 33 school authorities in Ontario, professors and students at Faculties of Education and associate teachers and students at the Independent Learning Centre. If you haven't already, sign up today at www.curriculumresourcebank.com
and gain access to downloadable, copyright cleared video content and additional resources for your classroom. Answer keys are coded as BLM 1A.

Post-Viewing:

( Ask students to think about/discuss/research whether war is justifiable to certain cultures or religious groups. They might be surprised!

( Ask students to submit a written reflection in a journal about the documentary. Do they think the war was justified? How might our lives be different today had history unfolded in a different manner?

( Students may wish to write or perform an artistic piece about an event during war, a personal monologue of a soldier, a letter written by a family member etc.

( Interview a War Veteran as a class. Students should prepare questions. Or, listen to interviews with Canadian War Veterans at: 

http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/sub.cfm?source=history/firstwar/interviews
Assessment and Evaluation:
Choose one of the following topics for an essay. Submit BLM 2 with your essay. (Please note these essays are quite advanced and would be suitable for a culminating task).

Canada’s Armed Forces

Describe Canada’s involvement in WWII. What has been the role and function of Canada’s armed forced since the war ended, including Canada’s involvement in cold war activities. 

Canada and Human Tragedy

Describe Canada’s response to one additional major human tragedy since the end of WWII (genocide in the Ukraine, Somalia, Rwanda; the Nanking massacre; civil war in Bosnia, the AIDS crisis in Africa…). Relate the experience and memory of the Holocaust to the development of Canada’s role as a world leader in defending human rights since World War II.

Canada’s Economy

Describe Canada’s involvement in WWII. Explain how and why the Canadian economy developed and became more diversified as a result of World War II. Evaluate the role of government in promoting economic opportunity in post–World War II Canada. Provide concrete examples of this growth.

Related Resources:
Veterans Affairs Canada

Veterans Affairs Canada

This site has teacher guides and information for student projects, classroom activities, quizzes, multimedia activities and a bibliography on war and peace readings under Educational Resources tab.

http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


