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Chiefs

Duration:

6 episodes, approximately 46 minutes each

Program Description:

The Trial of Poundmaker (841001)

For two days in August of 1885, Plains Cree leader Poundmaker sat shackled in a Regina courtroom, accused of participating in the riel Rebellion.  Gil Cardinal’s film weaves together interviews and dramatic segments that feature Poundmaker’s descendant Tyrone Tootoosis as the Cree leader.  Aided by Poundmaker’s descendants Gordon and Jim Tootoosis, and narrated by Tom Jackson, the film takes us through Poundmaker’s early days on the Plains to the trial of 1885, and reexamines the context of Cree participation in the events of that fateful spring.

Sitting Bull, Pt 1 (841002);  Sitting Bull, Pt 2 (841003)

In the years following the U. S. Civil War, a hard-fought Sioux resistance to western expansion, led by warrior and healer Sitting Bull, seemed to have accomplished the impossible: a treaty in which the United States gave the Sioux control of their territory for all time.  The potential for riches of the western plains, especially gold, proved more important to the U.S. than honouring their treaty.  Narrated by Raoul Trujillo, this two-part episode, directed by Brian McKenna, chronicles the life and legacy of Sitting Bull, the leader that the U.S. government regarded as a stubborn and dangerous obstacle.

Black Hawk War (841004)

Chief Black Hawk dictated his memoirs to give his reasons for hostilities with the whites and to vindicate his character.  The program shows key aspects of his life and details the horrors of him and his people in their dealings with the United States.

The Pontiac Rebellion (841005)

The program tells the story of the Algonquin chief Pontiac.  His rebellion against the British in 1863 changed the course of history in North America, and altered the balance of power between France and Great Britain.  Further, it showed the American colonists that the British were not as powerful as they thought.  For all the glory, Pontiac’s dreams were dashed when France and Britain negotiated a peace that left the Indian allies of the French at the mercy of the British.

The Worlds of Joseph Brant (841006)

The program tells the story of Mohawk chief Joseph Brant, regarded as a hero by some for forging an alliance with the British, and reviled by others for breaking the Iroquois Confederacy and leaving his people exposed to the wrath of the Americans when their rebellion against Great Britain succeeded.  He was a man of two worlds, native and European, who tried to be master of both.

Background Information:

The first documentary in this series takes place in Canada. Canadian content exists within some of the other documentaries as well. For instance, relationships with the British Crown are discussed in The Black Hawk War.

This series makes and excellent supplement to the Native Studies Programs (among others) since it profiles great leaders. 

Curriculum Connections:
NATIVE STUDIES

NAC20 Aboriginal Peoples in Canada

Identity

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

-identify significant events and issues that have had an impact on Aboriginal peoples and their communities
-identify Aboriginal individuals who have contributed to the development of Canadian identity
Sovereignty

Skills and Applications

-describe, chronologically or thematically, events in which Aboriginal peoples have attempted to exercise their sovereignty;
NDA3M Current Aboriginal Issues in Canada

Relationships

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

-demonstrate an understanding of the interactions between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in the past (e.g., in terms of the role and function of the Indian Act) and how these interactions will influence future relationships;

NDG4M Aboriginal Governance: Emerging Directions

Relationships

Aboriginal and Canadian Relations

-describe ways in which history influences the current relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the government of Canada (e.g., Royal Proclamation of 1763, the Jay Treaty of 1794, pre-Confederation treaties, the eleven “numbered treaties” from 1871 to 1921); 
-demonstrate an understanding of the legal and political relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the British Crown (e.g., the Covenant Chain, fiduciary obligation based on the Indian Act, the Niagara Treaty);

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHA3U American History

Citizenship and Heritage

Cultures of the United States

- describe the conflict of ideals between Aboriginal peoples and European Americans and its development over time (e.g., concept of private property, role of family and clan, concepts of spirituality); 

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

American Society and Daily Life

-analyse the changing roles played by minority groups in the development of American society (e.g., Aboriginal peoples, African Americans, Irish Americans, Jewish Americans, Amish, pacifists, environmentalists, alternative lifestyle communities); 

CHI4U Canada: History, Identity, and Culture

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Overall Expectations

-describe the main features of life in selected Aboriginal societies in Canada prior to contact with Europeans and how they have changed over time

Aboriginal Peoples
-describe various aspects of Aboriginal life (e.g., economic life, spirituality, relationship with the environment, political organization) prior to contact with Europeans

-analyse the impact of European contact on the lives of Aboriginal peoples and evaluate the responses of Aboriginal peoples (e.g., spread of disease; territorial relocation; introduction of new weapons and trade goods; rebellions of Pontiac and Tecumseh, and at Oka; consequences of the Royal Proclamation of 1763; political agitation for self-government);

Change and Continuity

Urbanization and Industrialization

-assess the effects of industrialization on the regions and peoples of Canada (e.g., Aboriginal peoples, Prairie farmers, French-speaking industrial workers, Cape Breton steelworkers, Newfoundland fishers); 

CHY4U World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

The Nature of the Interaction Among Communities

- analyse the impact of Western colonization on both the colonizer and the colonized (e.g., enrichment and impoverishment; introduction of new foods, materials, products, and ideas; destruction of cultures through disease and policy; revival of commitment to indigenous cultural identities); 

Conflict and Cooperation

-demonstrate an understanding of the key factors that have led to conflict and war

-demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of war

Citizenship and Heritage

Ideas and Cultures of the Non-Western World

-demonstrate an understanding of how European imperialism transformed traditions in the non-Western world (e.g., changing social and political elites in India, influence of Christian missionaries in China and Africa, development of the encomienda system of land holding in Latin America); 

-describe key conflicts and controversies that arose as a result of resistance to the assertive spread of modern Western ideas (e.g., isolationism in Japan under the Tokugawa, Aboriginal American resistance to European settlement, the Opium Wars, Gandhi’s passive resistance, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution). 

CHY4C World History: The West and the World

Communities: Local, National, and Global

The Nature of Interaction Among Communities

-describe key aspects of the impact of Western colonization on both the colonizer and the colonized (e.g., enrichment and impoverishment; introduction of new foods, materials, products, and ideas; destruction of cultures through disease and policy; revival of commitment to indigenous cultural identities); 

Conflict and Cooperation

-demonstrate an understanding of the key factors that have led to conflict and war

-demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of war 

Citizenship and Heritage

 Ideas and Cultures of the Non-Western World

 demonstrate an understanding of how European imperialism transformed traditions in the non-Western world (e.g., changing social and political elites in India, influence of Christian missionaires in China and Africa, development of the encomienda system of land holding in Latin America); 

-describe key conflicts and controversies that arose as a result of resistance to the assertive spread of modern Western ideas (e.g., isolationism in Japan under the Tokugawa, Aboriginal American resistance to European settlement, the Opium Wars, Gandhi’s passive resistance, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution). 

Pre-Viewing/Post-Viewing Activities:

( Students may be placed small into cooperative groups and assigned to view the program. Each student can contribute to the group on a specific aspect of the chief’s life and accomplishments. A short summary from the group can be submitted for assessment/evaluation along with artwork in the style of the chief’s particular ancestry or region for display.
( The following can be addressed in the report (above) or independently: 

-Compare the life of the native peoples before and after the arrival of Europeans.
-What obstacles did this chief overcome?

-What makes this chief a good role model?

-Describe a betrayal or disappointment that occurs in the life of this chief.

-Create a timeline for the life of this chief.

( Possible extension: students may select a Native Leader from 1900-present day and write a short compare and contrast essay with a leader from this documentary series.

Related Resources:
First Nation Leader Biographies

http://www.snowwowl.com/naleaderscontents.html
http://www.indians.org/welker/leaders.htm
First Nation Leaders

Assembly of First Nations
http://www.afn.ca
Congress of Aboriginal Peoples
http://www.abo-peoples.org
National Aboriginal Health Organization
http://www.naho.ca
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First Nations

Metis Nation of Ontario
http://www.metisnation.org 

The Ontario Metis Aboriginal Association
http://www.omaa.org
Alderville First Nation 
http://www.aldervillefirstnation.ca 

Chippewas of Nawash First Nation
http://bmts.com/~dibaudjimoh/ 

Keewaytinook Okimakanak (Northern Chiefs)
http://www.knet.on.ca 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte First Nation
http://www.tyendinaga.net 

Ojibways of the Pic River First Nation
http://www.picriver.com 

Six Nations of the Grand River First Nation
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/3808/ 

Whitefish Lake First Nation
http://www.wlfn.com 

Wikwemikong Unceded First Nation
http://www.wiky.net 
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Friendship Centres

Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres
http://www.ofifc.org 

Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre
http://www.niagara.com/fenfc/ 

M'Wikwedong Aboriginal Friendship Centre
http://www.bmts.com/~dibaudjimoh/page52.html 

Odawa Native Friendship Centre
http://www.odawa.on.ca 

Pine Tree Native Centre of Brant
http://www.nativepine.net/ 
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Provincial and Territorial Government

Ontario Native Affairs Secretariat

http://www.nativeaffairs.jus.gov.on.ca/english/onas.htm
Alberta Ministry of Intergovernmental and Aboriginal affaires
http://www.gov.ab.ca/home/index.cfm?Page=38
British Columbia Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs
http://www.aaf.gov.bc.ca/aaf/
Labrador and Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat
http://www.gov.nf.ca
New Brunswick Ministry of Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Affairs
http://www.gnb.ca/0016/index-e.asp
Nova Scotia Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs
http://www.gov.ns.ca/abor/
Government of Nunavut
http://www.gov.nu.ca/
Saskatchewan Ministry of Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Affairs
http://www.fnmr.gov.sk.ca/ 
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Government of Canada

Aboriginal Portal
http://www.aboriginalcanada.gc.ca
http://www.inac.gc.ca
http://canada.gc.ca/depts/agencies/pco/aborguide/toc_e.html 

First Nations and Inuit Health Programs
Health Canada
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/msb/fnihp/index_e.htm
Aboriginal Business Canada
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/inabc-eac.nsf/en/home
Health Canada: First Nations and Inuit Health Branch
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fnihb/index.htm
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada
Aboriginal Corrections Policy Unit
http://www.sgc.gc.ca/abor_corrections/index_e.asp
Indian Claims Commission
http://www.indianclaims.ca/
Library and Archives Canada: Aboriginal Resources and Services
http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/8/26/index-e.html
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Initiatives / Organizations / Aboriginal Affairs and Economic Development 

Aboriginal Institute
http://www.aboriginalinstitute.com/
Banff Centre for Management
http://www.banffmanagement.com
Canadian Aboriginal Science and Engineering Association
http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/casea/index.htm
Canadian Executive Services Organization-Aboriginal Services
http://www.ceso-saco.com
Indian Taxation Advisory Board
http://www.itab.ca
Council for the Advancement of Native Development Officers
http://www.edo.ca
Native Investment and Trade Association
http://www.native-invest-trade.com
Northern Ontario Native Tourism Association
http://www.nonta.net
Ontario First Nations Forestry Program
http://fnfp.gc.ca
Canadian Executive Service Organization – Aboriginal Services
http://www.ceso-saco.com/ab_services.htm
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Academic Programs and Aboriginal Research Initiatives 

Aboriginal Peoples Survey
http://eapa2001aps.aboriginalcanada.com 

Aboriginal Resource Technician Program
Sault College
http://www.saultc.on.ca/NativeEducation/AboriginalResourceTech.htm 

Aboriginal Student Services
Ryerson Polytechnic University
http://www.ryerson.ca/services/aboriginal.html 

Aboriginal Studies Programs
Confederation College
http://www.confederationc.on.ca/programs/nclist.asp 

Aboriginal Teacher Certification Program
Nipissing College
http://www.nipissingu.ca/documents.cfm?smocid=1520 

Aboriginal Teacher Education Program
Queen's University
http://educ.queensu.ca/~atep/atep.html 

Center for Aboriginal Education, Research and Culture
Carleton University
http://www.carleton.ca 

Department of Native Studies
Trent University
http://www.trentu.ca/nativestudies/ 

Department of Native Studies
University of Sudbury
http://www.usudbury.com/EN/Departments/Native_Studies/Native_Studies.html
First Nations Initiatives
University of Western Ontario
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/firstN/ 

First Nations Technical Institute
http://www.fnti.net/index.shtml 

First Nations Website / SchoolNet
http://www.schoolnet.ca/aboriginal 

Indigenous Education Network
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto
http://tortoise.oise.utoronto.ca/~first/ 

Native Access Program for Engineering
Lakehead University
http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~napewww/home.html 

Native Training Centre
http://www.nativetc.com 

Ontario Native Literacy Coalition
http://www.nald.ca/onlc.htm 

Social Sciences and Humanities Aboriginal Research Exchange
http://www.sshare.aboriginalcanada.com/ 

Wabnobe Institute for Anishnaabe Studies
Cambrian College
http://homepages.cambrianc.on.ca/wabnode/ 
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Grants and Awards

First Nations Grants and Awards Programs
Ontario Arts Council
http://www.arts.on.ca/English/Granting-programs-and-awards.html 

National Aboriginal Achievement Program
http://www.naaf.ca
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In the Media

Aboriginal Planet
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/aboriginalplanet
American Indian Radio on Satellite
http://airos.org
Anishinabek News
http://www.anishinabek.ca/uoi/Hand_book.htm
Captus Press Inc.
http://www.captus.com/Information/f-aborflyer.htm
Turtle Island News
http://www.turtleislandnews.com/
Wawatay Native Communications Society
http://www.wawatay.on.ca
Windspeaker
http://www.ammsa.com 
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Health and Wellness

Aboriginal Healing and Wellness Strategy
http://www.ahwsontario.ca/
Aboriginal Healing Foundation
http://www.ahf.ca/
Canadian Aboriginal Aids Network
http://www.caan.ca
http://www.anishinabek.ca 
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make it happen



Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


