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Cheating Death

Duration:

25 minutes

Program Description:

Cheating Death is about choices and second chances. For ten years, Gyasi Ferdinand was known as J9. He was a crack dealer in Regent Park, one of Toronto's roughest neighbourhoods, and he always carried a 9mm. 

Then he got shot. The shooting led to a profound spiritual experience, and a personal struggle that Gyasi had never anticipated. For Gyasi to live, J9 has to die.

Cheating Death is a frank and intimate character study that takes us inside the mind of a man still struggling with the temptations of the street, while at the same time embarking on a new spiritual journey. The documentary is a journey into the world of drugs, gangs and guns – a world much talked about and feared but rarely understood.

Background Information:

BPN: 766373

This documentary could be a used as a way to introduce various topics: drugs, peer pressure, violence, gangs and gang retaliation, critical thinking and decision-making in terms of education and occupation etc.

Curriculum Connections:
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Grade 7

Healthy Living

Substance Use and Abuse

- apply a decision-making process to make informed choices regarding drug use;

 - demonstrate strategies (e.g., saying no, walking away) that can be used to counter pressures to smoke, drink, and take drugs, and identify healthy alternatives to drug use.

Grade 8

Healthy Living 

Personal Safety and Injury Prevention

- analyse situations (e.g., hitchhiking, gang violence, violence in relationships) that are potentially dangerous to personal safety;

- identify support services (e.g., the school guidance department, shelters, Kids’ Help Phone) that assist victims of violence, and explain how to access them;

Substance Use and Abuse

- identify those school and community resources that are involved in education about substance use and abuse, and those involved in preventing and treating substance abuse;

- apply the steps of a decision-making process to address age-specific situations related to personal health and well-being in which substance use or abuse is one of the factors.

PPL1O Healthy Active Living Education

Healthy Living

Substance Use and Abuse

- identify the major factors (e.g., environmental influences such as peer pressure, media influences, adolescent attitudes) that contribute to the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs;

- identify the school and community resources involved in education, prevention, and treatment with respect to alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs;

- demonstrate and use both decision-making and assertion skills with respect to media influences and peer pressure related to alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.

Pre-Viewing:

Ask students how they have dealt with the appearance of drugs in their lives. What are some strategies they have used or would they use when approached to use drugs? What are some of the risks associated with drug use/trafficking?

Ask students if there are factors that put some people more at risk for drug abuse than others? What is their mental image of a drug user? Is this accurate?

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1. 

For the answer key to BLM 1, please send an email to Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org. Your email should include the show title and BPN number as well as your name, school and the school contact information.

Post-Viewing:
What are some positive outcomes of J9 going into schools to speak to students?

Discuss the importance of making choices, planning for the future and weighing the risks and benefits when making decisions. How is one’s decision-making ability different at various stages of life? 

An arts-based strategy (e.g. Forum theatre, Improvisation) is a good way to explore the issues brought up by the documentary.

Students can write about a negative experience they have had and how they have turned it into a positive one.

Assessment and Evaluation:
Have students write and present to the class, a real or fictional story, written from the point of view of someone who changed their lives for the better by making a difficult choice. It can be in the form of a play, a movie script, a poem, a song, a rap, etc. You may wish to show them a short biography for inspiration (see Related Resources below). Use the rating scale found in BLM 2. 

As a class, have students create an anti-drug campaign including television and radio advertisements, posters and brochures. Students can promote this throughout the school and during assemblies.

Have students identify places in their community where there is information and support available in terms of drug use and abuse.

Related Resources:
Video Resources

For one-on-one interviews with individuals who have overcome formidable odds, you can watch Person 2 Person with Paula Todd on TVO (check out www.tvo.org for scheduling information. To purchase these inspirational stories, please contact TVOntario Sales at www.tvontario.org/sales
Here are some examples of interviews you may find useful:

Spider Jones

BPN 798738

From the time he was a child, Spider Jones longed to become a broadcaster but his chances were extremely slim. He was black and uneducated. He’d led a gang. He’d been in prison. Spider Jones was also a fighter, quick on his feet with a wicked left hook. The underground world of boxing brought him fast money and women. And eventually a chance to spar with the greats...Ali and George Chuvalo But the dream of broadcasting remained beyond his reach.

Charles David Jones was born into a life of brutal poverty in Windsor, Ontario where his parents struggled to raise eleven kids on a postman’s salary. Today Spider says their two bedroom, rat-infested house would be

condemned. He remembers sharing a single mattress with five brothers and one frozen night in winter when a tragic family event traumatized his life forever. He was five years old, and from that night on, too frightened of the dark to sleep, or get out of bed to use the bathroom.

He went to school exhausted and reeking of urine, knowing there would be someone to beat him up. Spider Jones was pronounced “unteachable”. By the age of eight, life had conspired firmly against him. As a delinquent teen he was sent to live with an Aunt in Detroit. Riots lay ahead in the summer of 1967, and a great deal of trouble. His journey from a bitter, impoverished young man to a successful motivational speaker and radio host is the basis of his upcoming book “Out of the Darkness.” Paula spoke with the remarkable Spider Jones at his home in Pickering.
Cheryl Torrance

BPN: 852009

Cheryl Torrance was adopted into an Ontario household where, she says, she just didn't fit in. She ran away to live on the streets of Toronto and Peterborough, enduring homelessness, drug abuse and a brush with prostitution. Cheryl could have become another statistic, but a bad drug hallucination and the first nugget of good luck in her life turned things around. 

Don Lindsay 

BPN: 852001
Feature interview with Don Lindsay, a former biker and gang member who became an ordained minister and now helps people straighten out their lives. 

Websites

The Antidrug

Additional lesson plans about drugs

http://theantidrug.com/teachersguide/index.asp
Do It Now

http://www.doitnow.org
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For more on TVO teacher resources, please visit  Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo

To offer feedback or to request a presentation for your school, board or faculty,

please contact our Education Officer

Lisa Fernandes at lfernandes@tvontario.org


