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The View from Here:

Women and Men Unglued

Duration:

70 minutes

Program Description:

Social historian Barbara Dafoe Whitehead says, “You don’t have to be partnered in a marriage in order to get individual and other social goods. Men, and especially women, can do that on their own. So, marriage has been stripped down to intimacy and sexuality, which of course, you can’t get on your own.”

We all know that things are not what they used to be between the sexes. Feminism, divorce, and the sexual revolution have cast aside our long-held notions of gender, courtship, and marriage. As Gilday’s single, urban, Gen-X subjects confirm, marriage is no longer the gravitational centre of our lives it once was. What’s not clear, though, is how we feel about this. Women and Men Unglued, a new documentary by Katherine Gilday, helps us to better understand this radical cultural shift. Can we find intimacy amid the new social landscape?
Background Information:

An understanding of the sexual revolution, the liberation movement and feminism is helpful as the documentary assumes some knowledge in these areas.

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND THE HUMANITIES

HIF1O/H1F2O Individual and Family Living (Grade 9 or 10)

Social Challenges

Change

-compare individual and family lifestyles now and in the past, considering the effect of social, cultural, economic, technological, and environmental change

HHS4M Individuals and Families in a Diverse Society (Grade 12)

Social Challenges and Social Structures

Overall Expectation

-analyse current issues and trends affecting the dynamics of intimate relationships, and speculate on future directions for individuals and families

Intimate Relationships and Marriage

-describe current perceptions, opinions, and demographic trends relating to intimate relationships, and speculate on the significance of these trends for individual and family development;

-analyse current issues relating to intimate relationships (e.g., cohabitation, delayed marriage, divorce, interracial marriage)

Pre-Viewing:

A concept map can be generated surrounding the issue of relationships in small groups or as a class. Students should note that there are many types of relationships of which intimate relationships are one type. Students should also be beginning to think about how perceptions of relationships change over time and in Western culture and in other cultures.
Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions for Women and Men Unglued, please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
· Round Table Activity

Round table is an information-sharing strategy that is used to generate multiple answers to a question posed by the teacher (or students). Students respond in writing to a question the teacher (or student) poses. In sequential round table, one piece of paper is circulated and students add information that answers the question as it comes to them. In a simultaneous round table, each student responds on a separate piece of paper. At the end of both writing activities, the students present their answers to the class. This strategy encourages students to take turns, listen actively to peers, and add information to build on the ideas of others. In the next step in the strategy, students can develop categories about the topic and organize their answers into the appropriate categories.

Assessment/Evaluation:

For Grade 9 students, a simple assessment can be done during the round table. For Grade 12 students, an evaluation may consist of asking students to write a short paper discussing their own views on marriage instead of, or in addition to, the viewing questions.

Related Resources:
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


