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Into the Wild: 

Brazil’s Secret Rainforest

Duration:

22 minutes

Program Description:

From the heart of South America’s rain forests to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean, Into the Wild is a journey to the frontiers of animal science and the preservation of endangered species. Meet the black bears of the Bruce, the beluga whales of the Nelson River and the wolves of the Yukon, and penetrate Brazil’s secret rain forest.

This episode focuses on the Atlantic Rainforest of Brazil. Although this rainforest has a lower profile than the Amazon rainforest, there is a greater concern for its preservation. Learn about human encroachment and techniques conservation biologists are using the preserve the forest and the wildlife. Explore the behaviour and habitat of the forest inhabitants and the rehabilitation of animals that have been in close contact with humans.

Curriculum Connections:
SCIENCE

Life Systems (Grade 7)

Interactions within Ecosystems

Overall Expectation

-demonstrate an understanding of the effects of human activities and technological innovations, as well as the effects of changes that take place naturally, on the sustainability of ecosystems. 

Understanding Basic Concepts

-identify populations of organisms within an ecosystem and the factors that contribute to their survival in that ecosystem; 

-investigate ways in which natural communities within ecosystems can change, and explain how such changes can affect animal and plant populations (e.g., changes affecting their life span, their gestation periods, or their ability to compete successfully); 

Relating Science and Technology to the World Outside the School
-investigate the impact of the use of technology on the environment (e.g., the “greenhouse effect”; redirection of water flow for human needs; use of pesticides); 

SNC2D Science (Grade 10)

The Sustainability of Ecosystems

Overall Expectations

-demonstrate an understanding of the dynamic nature of ecosystems, including the relationship between ecological balance and the sustainability of life

-investigate factors that affect ecological systems and the consequences of changes in these factors

-analyse issues related to environmental sustainability and the impact of technology on ecosystems.

Relating Science to Technology, Society , and the Environment

-assess the impact of technological change and natural change on an ecosystem (e.g., the introduction of fertilizer and pesticides to soil; the introduction of a genetically engineered plant or the effect of polluted water or air on plants and animals; the effect on an ecosystem of forest fire, flood, the natural infection of one species, or the movement of a species in or out of the area)

-describe careers that involve knowledge of ecology or environmental technologies, and use resources such as the Internet to determine the knowledge and skill requirements of such careers.

SNC2P Science (Grade 10)

Biology: Ecosystems and Human Activity

Overall Expectations

-demonstrate an understanding of ecosystems, including the relationship between ecological balance and the sustainability of life 

Understanding Basic Concepts

-identify and describe careers based on ecology and environmental technology

Pre-Viewing:

( Terminology could be covered before watching this program or completing the viewing questions. This is especially important for ESL/ELD students. For instance, terms such as “encroachment” and “vocalization” appear in the program.
Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:

( Extension: Ask students what would happen if “domesticated” animals were simply released into the wild. Ask them for some examples.

( Students may wish to become active in conservation in their local area. Arrange a visit to a conservation centre or start an environmental club at school.

( Students can research careers related to conservation and the environment at www.ilc.org by clicking on the CareerMATTERS tab.

Assessment and Evaluation:

( Take up the answers to BLM 1.

Related Resources:






[image: image3.png]members
make it happen



Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


