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Hardwood

Duration:

30 minutes

Program Description:

“Hardwood” is an intimate journey told by Director Hubert Davis, the son of former Harlem Globe Trotter Mel Davis, who explores how his father’s decisions affected his life and those of his extended family.  Using personal interviews, archival and home movies, Davis delves into his father’s past in the hope of finding a new direction in his own life.  In doing so he uncovers a story about love, redemption and changing patterns of our lives.

Background Information:

BPN: 766364

When Hubert Davis and Erin Faith Young were selected as candidates for the Al Waxman Calling Card Program last year, little did they know they would be going to the Oscars. Their film, Hardwood, was nominated for Best Short Documentary.

Hardwood is a deeply personal story that is sure to resonate with our viewers. It tells of what it was like for Hubert Davis to grow up without his father, legendary Harlem Globetrotter, Mel Davis. After a successful 18-year career in basketball, Mel left his wife, Maryetta, and son in Chicago to return to the first love of his life: Megan, a white woman living in Vancouver, and Hubert's mother. Mel felt he couldn’t marry her in the racial climate of the 1960s, a decision that would tear his family apart. 

 By opening old family wounds, Hardwood captures the heart and soul of the father-and-son relationship and explores what it means to be a family, and above all else, reveals how one family reshapes itself.

Hardwood is one of many successes and the first Oscar-nominated documentary to emerge from the Al Waxman Calling Card Program. This professional training and mentorship program was developed and is supported by the Ontario Media Development Corporation and TVO, in partnership with the NFB. Hardwood is not only a testament to the promising careers of Hubert Davis and Erin Faith, but to excellence in Canadian documentary film.

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND THE HUMANITIES (Family Studies)

HIF1O/HIF2O Individual and Family Living

Social Challenges

Change

-  compare individual and family lifestyles now and in the past, considering the effect of social, cultural, economic, technological, and environmental change;

- analyse the impact of a variety of changes on individuals and on peer and family relationships and lifestyle (e.g., divorce and child-custody arrangements; new technologies);
Diversity, Interdependence, and Global Connections

Family Diversity

- define terms and describe diverse family forms and relationships (e.g., nuclear, blended, single-parent families; foster care; adoption; sibling relationships);

HPW3C Living and Working With Children

Children in Society

Relationships

- explain the importance of an individual’s personal experience as a child (e.g., development of trust, expectations of having needs met, having strong role models) as an influence on his or her later attitudes and behaviours towards children;

- demonstrate an understanding of how relationships between children and parents may change as both grow older (e.g., reversal of dependency/nurturing roles).

HPC3O Parenting, Grade 11

Personal and Social Responsibilities

Preparation for Parenthood

- identify what parents bring to their role from their own family background and past experiences;

HHS4M Individuals and Families in a Diverse Society

Self and Others

Intimate Relationships and Marriage

- demonstrate an understanding of the role of intimate relationships in the lives of individuals and families, considering the similarities and differences for males and females, and traditional and non-traditional relationships;

HPD4E Parenting and Human Development

Stages of Family Life

The Family Life Cycle

-demonstrate an understanding of the variations in family form (e.g., nuclear, common-law, lone-parent, blended families) that exist at various stages of the family life cycle (e.g., families with young children, adolescent children, and adult children);

Pre-Viewing:

Then and Now: 

Give students chart paper and markers. Tell them to create two columns: Then and Now. Divide your class into seven groups and assign each group one of the following themes from the documentary:

-Racism 

-Intermarriage and Bi-racial Children

-Family Structure

-Challenges of Marriage and Parenting 

-The Impact of Role Models

-Communication

-Gender Issues/Roles in Families

Allot 5 minutes to have students discuss what they think these issues meant in the 1960’s or the past (THEN) and have them think about what is relevant NOW. They should document the issues in point-form on the chart paper and present their findings to the class. 

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
Using the documentary, re-visit their notes on chart paper and allow students to expand these discussions, having now seen the film.

In addition, have students complete BLM 2.

Assessment and Evaluation:
For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with assessment/evaluation questions please see BLM 2.
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


