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Planet Parent: Asperger Syndrome

Duration:

1 hour

Program Description:

Asperger Syndrome is a high-functioning autism.  Thousands of adults may have grown up with it and not known it.  It’s tough to diagnose and wasn’t even defined until the mid 1990s.  The program looks at the impact Asperger Syndrome can have.

Background Information:

This video is a great tool to educate teachers, guidance counsellors and other educators about Asperger Syndrome. In addition, this case study of Asperger Syndrome can be a jumping off point for students to research another disorder.

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES: FAMILY STUDIES

HHG4M Issues in Human Growth and Development

Self and Others

Communication and Problem Solving

-demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between verbal communication and cognitive development in children, from infancy to late adolescence; 

-analyse and evaluate the connection between children’s communication skills and the quality of their social interactions (e.g., with peers, parents, other adults); 

Diversity, Interdependence, and Global Connections

Diversity and Human Development

-recommend, implement, and evaluate strategies for dealing with a special-needs child in a real-life setting; 

HPC3O Parenting

Research and Inquiry Skills

Organizing and Analysing Information

-pose appropriate research questions to frame their inquiries; 

-summarize the main points of information gathered from various reliable sources; 

-effectively use headings and subheadings to organize information, following guidelines established for social science research; 

-distinguish between fact and opinion in research information on the parenting of young children. 

Communicating Results

-document information sources accurately, using correct forms of citation; 

-prepare reports on interactions with and observations of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers; 

-effectively communicate the results of their inquiries, using a variety of methods and forms (e.g., written reports, seminars, visual or multimedia presentations, group presentations). 

HPD4E Parenting and Human Development

Research and Inquiry Skills

Using Research Methodologies

-demonstrate an ability to follow the steps involved in a research investigation independently and in an organized manner; 

-use social science research methodologies appropriately and ethically (e.g., surveys, interviews, observation, participatory observation); 

-demonstrate an ability to locate and gather information about human development and parenting from print materials, such as books, magazines, newspapers, and pamphlets; current electronic media; and telemedia productions; 

-differentiate between research evidence and opinion. 

Communicating Results

- use techniques for recording information and key ideas from research appropriately and effectively; 

-document sources of information accurately; 

-prepare clear, well-organized, and thorough reports on interactions with and observations of children in various settings; 

-compile and effectively communicate information gathered through research in a variety of ways, including written reports; seminar, poster, or multimedia presentations; and cooperative group presentations. 

Pre-Viewing:

Explain to students that there are various disorders that are common in childhood. They will be looking at Asperger Syndrome as a case study. Explain that Asperger Syndrome is seen to be a high-functioning case of Autism, but without the language delay. As a class, students can generate a chart with the characteristics of Autism.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
( Have students explain Asperger Syndrome on chart paper and compare this to the characteristics of Autism.

( Think Pair Share: Have students discuss how someone with Asperger Syndrome might be treated by their peers and what they can do to make this person comfortable in school.

( Because the Family Studies/Parenting courses prepare students for occupations or situations involving older children, and for the responsibility of parenting, with emphasis on school-age and adolescent children, teachers may wish to have students to research other disorders that are common in children. In small groups, have students research another disorder (oppositional defiance disorder, attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, disruptive behaviour disorder etc.) that may occur in children and have them present their findings to the class. Please see BLM 2 for the assignment and rubric.

Assessment and Evaluation:
For the photocopy-ready assessment/evaluation, please see BLM 2.

Related Resources:
O.A.S.I.S. Online Asperger Syndrome Information and Support

www.aspergersyndrome.org
http://www.udel.edu/bkirby/asperger/
Support Groups in Canada for Asperger Syndrome

http://www.udel.edu/bkirby/asperger/suppCAN.html

Educational Implications: Ideas For Classroom Management 

http://www.udel.edu/bkirby/asperger/
Books

Mishna, F.; & Muskat, B. (1998). Group therapy for boys with features of Asperger Syndrome and concurrent learning disabilities: Finding a peer group. Journal of Child and Adolescent Group Therapy, 8(3), 97-114. 

Attwood, Tony, Asperger’s Syndrome A Guide for Parents and Professionals, Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 1998.

Fullerton, Stratton, et al, High Functioning Adolescents and Young Adults with Autism: A Teacher’s Guide, Pro Ed.

Smith Myles, Brenda, Aspergers Syndrome Guide for Educations and Parents, Pro Ed., 1998.

Cumine, Leach and Stevenson, Asperger Syndrome: A Practical Guide for Teachers.
Researchers

Dr Paul Sandor, Dr Saltzman-Benaiah and Dr. Epstein (University Health Network) http://www.uhnres.utoronto.ca/researchers/index.php
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


