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In Search of Shakespeare

Duration:

4 episodes, 1 hour each

Program Description:

This documentary is an innovative and revealing portrait of the world's greatest and most famous writer, William Shakespeare. This intriguing documentary mixes travel, adventure, interviews and specially shot documentary-style and live action sequences of current Royal Shakespeare Company players to explore the mystery of the man himself and examine the complex society in which he created some of literature's most enduring characters. Presented by acclaimed popular historian MICHAEL WOOD. 
A Time Of Revolution (episode 1 of 4)
William Shakespeare is the world's greatest writer, but his life story remains a tantalising mystery. In this engrossing four-part historical detective story, Michael Wood investigates Shakespeare's life in the turbulent times of Queen Elizabeth I. Using fascinating new evidence from spies' reports, local archives and even a coded prison diary, he uncovers the dark side of Shakespeare's world. Present day witnesses help him trace William's early days, his schooling, his father's shady business deals and the dark secret that ruined the family. Finally, in Worcester Cathedral Michael untangles the riddle of William's shotgun marriage, which left him a teenage father whose career prospects looked decidedly slim! 

The Lost Years (episode 2 of 4)
In the second part of this investigation into the life of the world's greatest writer, Michael Wood explains how this young man from Stratford became a star of the London stage, and uncovers a tale of religious conflict behind Shakespeare's lost years. He travels with the Royal Shakespeare Company who perform the plays in a Tudor innyard as Shakespeare did, and using Tudor maps and remarkable Victorian photos brings his first London home back to life. And he follows Shakespeare's great rival Christopher Marlowe on his fateful journey by river to Deptford - and a murder which left 29 year old Shakespeare as the star of Elizabethan London.

The Duty Of Poets (episode 3 of 4)
Michael Wood uncovers Shakespeare's rise to fame and fortune in Elizabethan London. With 'Romeo and Juliet' and ' A Midsummer Nights Dream', Shakespeare becomes England's top entertainer. But now tragedy strikes, as his only son Hamnet dies at the age of 11. Plunged into a mid-life crisis William falls in love with a beautiful teenage nobleman, has a passionate affair with a mysterious married woman and is summonsed for GBH! Meanwhile his theatre company builds the Globe Theatre, and is caught up in the rebellion against Queen Elizabeth. But in the midst of it all, William creates some of the greatest characters in the literature of the world. 

For All Time (episode 4 of 4)
In the final part of his journey, Michael Wood looks at Shakespeare's life in the era of King James I. He unearths his neighbourhood in London and visits the present queen's robe makers for evidence of Shakespeare's role in the royal coronation. But Shakespeare's world would be transformed in 1605 by the Gunpowder Plot. The entertainment industry responded, and Shakespeare contributed a daring play about the murder of a King - 'Macbeth'. Finally Wood follows Shakespeare back to Warwickshire and looks at the riddle of his will, and its strange bequest to his wife Anne.

Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

ENG 1D English (Grade 9)

Literature Studies

Understanding the Meaning of Texts

-explain how the background of the author might influence the information and ideas in a text (e.g., chart historical information as background for the study of a Shakespeare play; find clues in a short essay about experiences and beliefs of the author that might influence his or her interpretation of the topic).

ENG4C English (Grade 12)

Literature Studies and Reading

Understanding the Meaning of Texts

-analyse the influence of social, cultural, and economic factors on the themes and interpretations of texts (e.g., research an author’s background to assess the quality of the information used in an article; as an independent study project, compare how two novels treat political or societal conflicts such as separatism in Canada, apartheid in South Africa, or anti-Semitism during the Second World War). 

Assessment and Evaluation:
( In your group, create a timeline of the life of William Shakespeare based on the information found in the program and your own research. Make sure to include events in his personal and professional life. 

( One theme that recurs in the documentary is the tension between the “Old Religion” (Catholicism) and the “New Religion” (Protestantism). Provide examples of how this tension impacted upon William Shakespeare’s life and life in the United Kingdom.

( How did the events of Shakespeare’s life and the social circumstances influence his writing and our interpretation of his works?

Related Resources:
Shakespeare Study Guides from TVOntario through the Independent Learning Centre

www.ilc.org

(Click on Ask a Teacher, Click Subject, then English and finally Shakespeare Study Guides for online study guides on Shakespeare’s works).

http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/main/1

www.shakespeare-online.com
www.bardweb.net
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvo.org


