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Citizen King

Duration:

2 parts, just under 60 minutes each

Program Description:

The program covers Dr. Martin Luther King’s life and work from 1963 when as a young minister he led a movement in Birmingham, Alabama that spurred local authorities to over react to antiracism demonstrations, thereby winning the public relations battle and forcing the federal government to act to outlaw systemic racism.  It was there, in August 1963, that he gave his “I have a dream” speech.  

Part One of the program follows his civil rights movement up to June 1965.

Part Two picks up with Dr. King’s personal and public difficulties as his influence over the civil rights movement diminished and the concept of non-violence was ignored by other leaders.  It follows his work and achievements until his assassination on April 4th, 1968.

Background Information:

BPN: 817407, 817408

The two-part documentary Citizen King explores the last five years in the life of Martin Luther King, a controversial period in which the great Civil Rights leader embarked on a difficult, often lonely path to redefine and redirect the movement he had helped create. 

Drawing on the personal recollections and eyewitness accounts of friends, movement associates, journalists, law enforcement officers, and historians, filmmakers Orlando Bagwell (Africans in America, Malcolm X: Make It Plain) and Noland Walker (This Far by Faith, Africans in America) try to separate the myth from the man. They begin the story in 1963 when King made his famous “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington. Those eloquent, powerful words were a moving summation of the hopes and aspirations of America’s Civil Rights movement. At that moment Martin Luther King was elevated to icon status. The Civil Rights Act, a Nobel Peace Prize, and the Voting Rights Act would follow over the course of the next year.

However, the speech was also a turning point in King’s public career. His attention now turned to broader issues that would attract criticism. He took a stand against the Vietnam War, alienating a former ally in President Lyndon Johnson. His non-violent crusade to bring attention to the plight of the urban poor in northern cities like Chicago was challenged by increasingly impatient militant groups that were not above using violence to bring about social change. And some closest to him lamented that their leader’s focus was shifting away from their primary goals.

But as the film argues, King thought of himself first and foremost a minister following a calling. A calling that attracted as many enemies as supporters. 

Citizen King airs in two parts Mondays February 7 and 14 at 10:00 p.m. For more information, including course connections and educational resources for the classroom, visit tvo.org/documentaries.
Special thanks to Robert D. Fantilli (OISE) and Rosalia Gallippi M.A. (TCDSB) for their significant contributions to this teacher resource.
Curriculum Connections:
LANGUAGE ARTS

Language Arts (Grade 7)

Oral and Visual Communication

Overall Expectation

-analyse and interpret media works

Writing 

Overall Expectation

- use writing for various purposes and in a range of contexts, including school work (e.g., to make point-form notes from a text, to jot down personal impressions)
Language Arts (Grade 8)

Oral and Visual Communication 

Media Communication Skills  
-evaluate the effectiveness of various informational media works (e.g., a website on the Internet, a documentary film, television or radio news programs, news magazines);

Writing 

Overall Expectation

-use writing for various purposes and in a range of contexts, including school work (e.g., to write technical instructions, to clarify personal concerns, to explore social issues, to develop imaginative abilities);

ENGLISH

ENG1D English

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

-plan and make oral presentations to a small group or the class, selecting and using vocabulary and methods of delivery to suit audience and purpose (e.g., identify purpose and audience; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, revise, and assess presentations such as dramatizations, reports, and speeches)

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-compare and explain their own and their peers’ reactions to a variety of media works; 

ENG2D English

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

-plan and make oral presentations independently, adapting vocabulary and using methods of delivery to suit audience, purpose, and topic (e.g., identify purpose and audience; gather ideas and information; plan, create, rehearse, and revise presentations such as dramatizations, panel discussions, and debates; assess their work independently and with help from peers)

ENG3U English

Language 

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

-plan and prepare presentations by researching information and ideas; organizing material; selecting language appropriate to the topic, purpose, and audience; and rehearsing and revising;

ENG4U English

Language

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills

-use techniques for making effective oral presentations, with a focus on organizing material coherently; providing significant evidence; using imagery, analogy, and parallel structures; and incorporating participatory activities, visual aids, and technology;

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHV2O Civics

Informed Citizenship

Citizenship Within the Global Context

-analyse contemporary crises or issues of international significance (e.g., health and welfare, disasters, human rights, economic development, environmental quality) in the context of the global community

Purposeful Citizenship 

Overall Expectation

-demonstrate an understanding of a citizen’s role in responding to non-democratic movements (e.g., supremacist and racist organizations, fascism, and communism) through personal and group actions (e.g., actions of the Righteous Among the Nations during the Holocaust, Medgar Evers, Emily Murphy). 

CHA3U American History

Citizenship and Heritage

Forming the American Identity
-demonstrate an understanding of the importance of individuals and groups who have taken leadership roles in American politics and society (e.g., Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the muckrakers, Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther King Jr., Rachel Carson, Ralph Nader)

-demonstrate an understanding of the continuing importance of organized religion in American social and political life (e.g., the Salem trials, Lutheranism in the Midwest, Southern Methodism, Creationist debates). 

CHT3O Twentieth-Century History: Global and Regional Perspectives

Citizenship and Heritage

Nationalism and Internationalism

-analyse how and why certain individuals have become the accepted symbols of national or international movements (e.g., Lenin, Gandhi, Eva Peron, Eleanor Roosevelt, Albert Einstein, Ho Chi Minh, Margaret Thatcher, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa). 

CHM4E Adventures in World History

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Society and the Individual

-describe the contributions to society of significant individuals throughout history (e.g., Moses and Ramses II, Cleopatra and Marc Antony, Abelard and Heloise, Marie Curie, Albert Einstein, Mother Teresa, Bill Gates).

CHY4U World History: The West and the World

Citizenship and Heritage

Citizenship and Human Rights

-describe the efforts of individuals and groups who facilitated the advancement of individual and collective human rights (e.g., Locke, Rousseau, Kropotkin, Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela, Rigoberta Menchú; suffragists, Amnesty International)

Pre-Viewing:

Prior to showing the film, ask students to collect media reports of racism in the school, local, national and international communities.  Encourage them to locate information using a variety of media in including magazines, Internet, local, national, and ethnic newspapers and periodicals.  Set up a classroom display where such articles can be posted.  These materials may be used to prompt specific discussion before or after showing the film.  

A school counsellor, board representative or community organization may also be invited to join in your anti-racism discussions. Invite the principal to talk to the class about the school and the school board’s policy on anti-racism education.  Encourage the students to ask questions and critically analyze the policies and make suggestions for improving it.

Before the broadcast, you may wish to have each student complete a KWL chart (see BLM 2-1). In the K column, students list everything they know about racial struggles; in the W column, they record any questions they want answers for.  (Following the film, students complete the L column by noting what they have learned.) Their unanswered questions can help you select appropriate post-viewing activities and can become the basis of further research and learning.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions for Citizen King, please see BLM 1. Students will document the major successes that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. achieved, as well as, the setbacks he faced, supporters of the movement he promoted, opposition to this movement, and inspirational quotes from the film. 

Post-Viewing:
Students will continue to complete the “L” section of the KWL worksheet (BLM 2-1) and also document the major successes that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. achieved, as well as discuss the setbacks he faced, supporters of the movement he promoted, opposition to this movement, and inspirational quotes from the film they recorded on BLM 1.  

Debrief the students following the broadcast to find out what questions they may have, any misconceptions that need correcting, and issues or areas that require further exploration. Class discussions in an open forum or peer sharing of KWL chart or BLM 1 may be useful methods of debriefing.    

Students can create a slogan and poster to promote an anti-racism initiative to raise awareness of racism in their school and wider community.  

Assessment and Evaluation:
In small groups, ask students to research and prepare a presentation on the subject of racial injustice in their local, national, or international community.  Students should identify the marginalized person(s) or group(s), how they are marginalized, the social and political and economic factors that contributed to their status as compared to the dominant group.  Ask each group to also consider strategies of prevention and intervention as solutions to the social conflict and to assess the effectiveness of these strategies in dealing with racial and other conflicts within the school.  

Review rubric with students. Each group will briefly present their research to the class. For a photocopy-rubric, please see BLM 2-2.

Related Resources:
http://thekingcenter.com
http://nobelprize.org/peace/laureates/1964/king-bio.html
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


