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The View From Here: El Contrato

Duration:

1 hour

Program Description:

El Contrato follows Teodoro Bello Martinez, a poverty-stricken father of four living in Central Mexico and several of his countrymen as they make an annual migration to Southern Ontario.  For eight months of the year the town's population absorbs 4000 migrant labourers who pick tomatoes for conditions and wages no local will accept.  Under a well -meaning government program that allows growers to monitor themselves, the opportunity to exploit workers is as ripe as the fruit they pick.  Grievances are deflected by a long line of others "back home" who are willing to take their place.

Background Information:

Extensive background information is available in the companion document: NFB Viewer’s Guide.

Filmmaker Min Sook Lee joins appears on More to Life to discuss her film and its revelations on Tuesday January 11th 2005 at 1pm.

Min Sook Lee is the co-founder of ESL Productions, an independent production company that specializes in stories for the revolution.  ESL stands for English as a Second Language. 

Min Sook was born in Korea.  When she was the tender age of three, her family pulled up their roots and planted themselves squat in the midst of Trudeau’s multicultural revolution. Toronto had never seen anything like it.  Corner variety store domination became her family’s agenda for the next decade.

Having mixed too many martinis, Min Sook left her bartending job to take over the local airwaves as News Director at CKLN radio. For Toronto, it was the year of listening dangerously.
Min Sook has worked behind and in front of the camera and in and on radio, is a published writer, and even had her own cartoon column. She has also worked as a reporter for Toronto Tonight, the current affairs news magazine for Toronto One, and was a correspondent for CBC Newsworld’s Big Life.

Additionally, Min Sook produced the groundbreaking Garbage Collection art project, an initiative that brought together garbage workers, artists, and environmentalists: three large-scale murals were painted on the sides of the city’s garbage trucks.  One mural drew the ire of a politician, who felt the image was too political and had it painted over. But this community art project continues to grow in infamy.

Most recently, Min Sook directed the award-winning documentary El Contrato, which examines the lives of Mexican migrant workers in southwestern Ontario.  The film was produced by the National Film Board, and won the Best Documentary prize at the IberoAmerican Film Festival. 

Min Sook is currently directing City State (working title), a close-up look at the politics of policing in Toronto.  
Curriculum Connections:
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

HRE10 Religious Education

Christian Moral Development

Communication

- articulate the Christian call to take on the attitude of Christ

Application of Gospel Value/Making Connections to Faith and Life

- value the basic dignity of every person within relationships

HRE20 Religious Education

Scripture

Overall Expectations

-recognize that justice is an essential ingredient in the liberation of human beings and a key expression of Christian love

Knowledge/Understanding

-understand that the message of the gospels includes a call to speak and to act on behalf of the oppressed and those denied human dignity

Profession of Faith

Thinking/Inquiry

-use the preferential option for the poor as the Criterion for analysing social justice issues

Application of Gospel Value/Making Connections to Faith and Life

-acknowledge that the love of God for all people demands justice

Christian Moral Development

Thinking/Inquiry

-identify and analyse examples of prejudice 

-suggest ways that they could respond with compassion to situations of injustice 

-suggest ways to respond with compassion to situations of injustice 

- use the preferential option for the poor as the criterion for analysing social injustice issues

Application of Gospel Value/Making Connections to Faith and Life

-perceive the challenge of God's preferential option for the poor 

-acknowledge that the love of God for all people demands justice 

-recognize that justice is an essential ingredient in the liberation of human beings and a key expression of Christian love

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

HSB4M Challenge and Change in Society

Social Change

Forces that Influence Social Change

-demonstrate an understanding of how social change is influenced by poverty and affluence (e.g., consequences of unequal access to personal computers or higher education) 

-explain the impact of evolving roles of individuals or groups (e.g., of women in the workplace) and values (e.g., concern for the environment) on social change in Canada

CHH3C Canadian History and Politics Since 1945

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Canada in the World Community

-evaluate Canada’s participation in international agreements and organizations 

Social, Economic, and Political Structures

Economic Structures

- assess the effect of a variety of government policies and programs on national, provincial, and local economies (e.g., sponsorship of megaprojects such as the Trans-Canada Pipeline or James Bay hydroelectric project; the National Energy Program; wage and price controls; Bank of Canada monetary policies);

CHH3E Canadian History and Politics Since 1945

Communities: Local, National, and Global

Global Processes

-identify key international economic relationships and associations (e.g., General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, North American Free Trade Agreement, European Currency Unit, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) and important aspects of Canada’s role and participation in these organizations, as well as their impact on the lives of Canadians. 

CHT3O Twentieth-Century History: Global and Regional Perspectives

Citizenship and Heritage

The Rights of Individuals and Groups

- analyse key factors that have interfered with individual and group rights during the twentieth century (e.g., secret police and rigid censorship, policies of racial and ethnic exclusion and cleansing, gender-role restrictions, poverty); 

CHI4U Canada: History, Identity, and Culture

Citizenship and Heritage

Human Rights in a Just Society

- identify and critically analyse the efforts of Canadian individuals and groups who have worked to promote human rights within Canada

Pre-Viewing:

( Ask students to note where their produce is coming from. Do their families make a point about buying locally? 

( Define migrant labourer. List some daily duties of a farm labourer.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
( Ask students as a class to act as an advocate group for labourer’s rights. What would they list were the main problems that faced the migrant workers? What steps could we take as a society to protect the rights of the migrant worker?

( Have students explore the concept of social justice. Students can present examples from around the world in which citizens have acted on issues of social justice.

( Students should be able to weigh the costs of being a migrant labourer against the benefits migrant labourer bring to Canada.

( Does the treatment of the migrant labourers speak to treating others with respect and dignity?

Assessment and Evaluation:
Additional general discussion questions are available in the NFB Viewer’s Guide.

Related Resources:
The NFB Viewer’s Guide offers extensive background on this documentary.

http://www.tvo.org.pvt/tvoforteachers/jan05/resource_tvo/EL_CONTRATO_NFB.doc
The NFB El Contrato website

http://www.nfb.ca/elcontrato/
In addition, a document on Global Education has been provided by OISE/UT.

http://www.tvo.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Microsite/?b?6861871105585200000
Visit the Waterloo Public Research Interest Group’s website

http://www.wpirg.org/index.html
Download a publication dealing with the migrant labour program featured in this documentary. Migrant Workers in Ontario, by Melanie Kramer, 2004. 
http://pirg.uwaterloo.ca/download/docs/WPIRG-Migrant-Bklt.pdf
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


