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MASTERWORKS: 



NAME: __________________

THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A MASTERPIECE: Michelangelo’s David

1. How long did it take to create David from a block of marble?

2. In the original concept, how many blocks of marble were going to be used to create the sculpture?

3. Why was it so difficult to find a piece of marble suitable for building the sculpture?

4. Why did di Duccio stop building his creation?

5. Who was the second sculptor to fail?

6. What was David’s family’s reaction to him wanting to become and artist?

7. What factors made it difficult for the 26 year old Michelangelo to get the commission of David?

8. What is a maquette?

9. The creation had to be mathematically accurate. How was the balance of the statue maintained with such little room for error?

10. Match the following terms

___  Scalpello


a) large pointed sharp chisel to remove large piece of stone

___ Rasps


b) shapes the surface to the form

___ Subbia


c) smooths and prepares the stone

___ Gradino


d) burnishes to a smooth finish

11. Why did Michelangelo draw attention to the veins of the sculpture?

12. David was originally intended for the buttress of Bunalesci’s Dome. What three adaptations did Michelangelo make to the sculpture to make it seem proportionate from such a great height?

13. Why did Leonardo want to have David placed away from the public in a quiet niche?

14. Explain how David was seen as a symbol of the city of Florence at the time.

16. When was the public unveiling of David?

17. The naked David was too shocking for the citizens of Florence. What measures were taken?

18. How has David become detached from the biblical deed that saved the Israelites?
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