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Masterworks: The Private Life of a Masterpiece: Michelangelo’s David

Duration:

48 minutes

Program Description:

An exploration of the history, contemporary reactions and cultural legacy of the famed sculpture by Michelangelo.

Background Information:

For background information on Michelangelo from The Bulfinch Guide to Art History visit:

http://www.artchive.com/artchive/M/michelangelo.html
Some knowledge of the Renaissance period is recommended.

Curriculum Connections:
THE ARTS

Visual Arts (Grade 7)

Critical Thinking
- describe how artists representing a variety of historical periods, styles, and cultures have used the elements and principles of design to create a specific effect (e.g., colour, line, or texture for emphasis in works by people of various cultural backgrounds in Canada, such as Lyra by Aiko Suzuki, Royal Crown by Xenobia Bailey, and Sleigh Race Across the Ice by Cornelius Krieghoff); 

- explain how the principles of design are used to organize a work, communicate feelings, and convey ideas, using appropriate vocabulary and terminology (e.g., the repetition of small squares arranged in vertical and horizontal lines in a work by Mondrian creates pathways through the work and, therefore, a feeling of movement); 

- explain their preference for specific art works, with reference to the artist's intentional use of the elements and principles of design (e.g., the smooth texture and balanced forms of Inuit soapstone carvings effectively communicate the artists' harmonious relationship with the natural world); 

- identify ways in which the visual arts affect various aspects of society and the economy. 

Visual Arts (Grade 8)

Critical Thinking
-explain how the effective use of the elements and principles of design contributes to an art work's ability to communicate feelings, convey ideas, and enrich people's lives (e.g., the effective use of formal balance in the design of a building can enable people to feel a sense of order and harmony when looking at or being in that building); 

- explain their preference for specific art works, with reference to the artist's use of the principles of design and their understanding of the ideas and feelings expressed in the work (e.g., Colville's use of sombre colours and informal balance in Horse and Train conveys a strong sense of impending disaster). 

AVI1O Visual Arts (Grade 9)

Analysis
Critical Process
- describe the materials used and steps followed in the creation of a particular artwork; 

- use critical analysis to examine expression in student and professional artworks; 

- explain how artistic intentions are expressed in specific examples of historical and student artworks (e.g., the Group of Seven’s intent to establish a new direction in Canadian art).

AVI2O Visual Arts (Grade 10)

Analysis
Overall Expectations

-apply critical analysis processes to their artwork and works studied; 

-identify sensory, formal, expressive, and technical qualities in their own works and works studied; 

-describe interrelationships among art, the consumer, and the community

AVI3M Visual Arts (Grade 11)

Theory

Art History and Culture

- describe aspects of the history of fifteenth- to nineteenth-century Western art (the Renaissance, the baroque, and the neoclassic, romantic, and realist periods); 

- describe how the same iconographic symbols are used in different cultures (e.g., the lion in East Asian art and the lion in European art); 

- describe the relationship between the works of artists or artisans of different periods in non-Western cultures and the political, social, and religious climates of those periods;

Creation

Perceiving and Planning

- analyse well-known historical works of art that use media and processes that they wish to explore; 

Analysis

Critical Process

- evaluate works of art orally and in writing, following standard procedures in critical analysis (e.g., consider their initial reaction; describe the works using appropriate terminology; analyse and interpret the works; evaluate the effectiveness of the works); 

 - explain how the style, history, and artist-related information associated with specific works of art inform their own work;

- identify and explain the visual information used to communicate meaning in particular works of art; 

AVI3O Visual Arts (Grade 11)

Theory

Art History and Culture

- identify style, content, and technique in the art works studied, and speculate on each artist’s intent.

Analysis

Critical Process

- evaluate works of art orally and in writing, following standard procedures in critical analysis (e.g., consider their initial reaction; describe the works using appropriate terminology; analyse and interpret the works; evaluate the effectiveness of the work); 

- compare aspects of their own creative works, including themes, with similar aspects of contemporary and historical works of art; visual, symbolic, technical and conceptual aspects 

Aesthetics

- explain how aspects of specific works of art make them visually dynamic and thought provoking; 

AVI4M Visual Arts (Grade 12)

Analysis

Critical Process

-analyse the visual, symbolic, and conceptual aspects of specific fine art, applied design, and craft works; 

-explain the visual and conceptual aspects of art works in terms of the context (e.g., historical, social, political, economic) in which the works were created; 

Aesthetics

analyse the form, scale, and presentation strategies associated with works of art intended for large audiences; 

Pre-Viewing:

Show students various works of art and ask them to state the name of the piece and the artist. Which are the most well known pieces? Ask students to hypothesize as to why certain pieces are better known.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
( Ask students to compare Michelangelo’s David to a piece of sculpture they like, by any artist or one of their own creations. They should include a picture of the sculpture and use critical analysis processes (describing: their initial reaction, the works using appropriate terminology, analysing and interpreting the works, evaluating the effectiveness of the work). Students should examine sensory, formal, expressive, and technical qualities for both pieces. In addition, students should explain their own emotional response.

( Ask students how this work of art informs their own artistic processes.

Assessment and Evaluation:
Teachers can choose to assess or evaluate students’ comparisons in a variety of formats such as an essay, presentation to the class, poster etc.

Related Resources:
http://www.michelangelo.com/buon/bio-index2.html
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvontario.org


