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When We Were Young

Duration:

30 minutes

Program Description:

Students from Unionville High School produce their own documentary as they investigate the more personal side of war with field trips and one-on-one interviews with Canadian war veterans.
Background Information:

Students at Unionville High School have examined history by producing film segments that TVO will air on November 11th. With the help of the Markham Stoufville Legion, students have included stories about individual veterans, the Italian campaign and the role of women during war. Students learned about the lives of these heroes and heroines in an authentic, student-directed project that involves one-on-one interviews, travel to various locations and viewing of wartime memorabilia that makes history relevant, personal and meaningful.

Although this is an excellent supplement to the content about the various wars, this is also an excellent resource to use for Remembrance Day.

Curriculum Connections:
CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHC2D Canadian History in the Twentieth Century (Grade 10)

Communities: Local, National, and Global 

Canada’s Participation in War, Peace, and Security

-describe how Canadians of various ethnocultural backgrounds, individually and as communities, contributed at home and overseas to the war effort during World War I and World War II

CHC2P Canadian History in the Twentieth Century (Grade 10)

Communities: Local, National, and Global 

Canada’s Participation in War, Peace, and Security

-describe how Canadians of various backgrounds, individually and as communities, contributed at home and overseas to the war effort during World War I and World War II

CHY4U World History: The West and the World (Grade 12)

Communities: Local, National and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

-demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of war (e.g., destruction of human life and property, changes in power balances and regimes, entrenchment of attitudes of superiority and resistance, changes in social structure and in gender relations and expectations, technological and medical advances)

CHY4C World History: The West and the World (Grade 12)

Communities: Local, National and Global

Conflict and Cooperation

-demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of war (e.g., destruction of human life and property, changes in power balances and regimes, entrenchment of attitudes of superiority and resistance)

Pre-Viewing:

Some suggestions to begin a discussion:

( Ask students to Think-Pair-Share about whether they think that war is justifiable.

( Poll your students to see how many are wearing poppies and ask what they represent.

( Ask students whether or not they have a relative who has fought in a war. You may wish to point out that the likelihood of this is much higher for students who come from other countries.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:

( Ask students to think about/discuss/research whether war is justifiable to certain cultures or religious groups. They might be surprised!

( Ask students to submit a written reflection about the video. Why do you think the students chose to study history by producing a documentary? Do you think this is a good idea or not? Why?  

( Students may wish to write or perform an artistic piece about an event during war, a personal monologue of a soldier, a letter written by a family member etc.

( What makes a hero or heroine? Students may wish to discuss/write about someone they know.

( Interview a War Veteran as a class. Students should prepare questions. Or, listen to interviews with Canadian War Veterans at: 

http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/sub.cfm?source=history/firstwar/interviews
Assessment and Evaluation:
For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with assessment questions please see BLM 2.

Related Resources:
Veterans Affairs Canada
http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/

This site has teacher guides and information for student projects, classroom activities, quizzes, multimedia activities and a bibliography on war and peace readings under Educational Resources tab.

http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/songspoems10.html
A variety of songs and poems related to Remembrance Day. 

http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/remembrance/mvflower.html
Directions and templates to make a heart poppy paper craft. 
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvo.org


