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Saturday Night at the Movies:

Tempest and Forbidden Planet

Duration:

Two feature length films (uncut, uninterrupted) and The Interviews last approximately 4.5 hours.

Program Description:

FORBIDDEN PLANET (1956). Based on Shakespeare’s The Tempest, this sci-fi classic broke ground with its revolutionary special effects. A crew, led by Commander John Adams (Leslie Nielsen), is sent to visit a planet inhabited by scientists only to find it ruled by Dr. Morbius (Walter Pidgeon) with his daughter Altaria (Anne Francis) and obedient Robby the Robot as the only inhabitants. Directed by Fred M. Wilcox.

TEMPEST (1982) Paul Mazursky directs this adaptation of Shakespeare’s legendary play. Phillip (John Cassavetes) makes a home on a deserted Greek island after suffering a mid-life crisis and a separation from his wife. With his daughter (Molly Ringwald), his lover (Susan Sarandon) and his crazy servant (Raul Julia) as the only island occupants, the isolated life may prove more difficult than he originally intended.

Background Information:

Teachers may wish to have students watch both films and The Interviews or perhaps even one film and The Interviews. In the latter case, it is useful to know the Tempest follows Shakespeare’s version more closely and lends itself well to English courses. The Forbidden Planet was ground-breaking for the genre of science-fiction and the art of special effects. It was also the first mainstream film to have an electronic score. The Forbidden Planet lends itself well to courses in Media Studies.

From Risa Shuman, Senior Producer of Saturday Night at The Movies:

When most people hear the title FORBIDDEN PLANET (1956), Shakespeare would be the furthest thing they would associate with it.  However, this sci-fi classic is indeed an adaptation of “The Tempest”. The magician Prospero becomes Dr. Morbius (Walter Pidgeon); Miranda, his daughter Altaira (Anne Francis); Caliban, the Id monster; and, in a transposition that Shakespeare in his wildest dreams could never have imagined, the ethereal Ariel is now played by Robby the Robot!  It is also noteworthy as the first movie to have a totally electronic music score.  Sure, some of the special effects look lame by today’s computer-generated marvels, but, they were revolutionary at the time and were a major influence sci-fi movies and television series like Star Trek that followed. Paul Mazurky’s TEMPEST (1982), our second film is another adaptation that Shakespeare might have trouble recognizing!  It’s modern reworking has Prospero named Philip (John Cassavettes); his daughter is Miranda (Molly Ringwald in her first film) and there is a totally surreal yet wonderful sequence with Raul Julia singing “New York, New York” to his goats. Show me the magic!

Curriculum Connections:
ENGLISH

ENG1D English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-identify how elements of media forms are used in a variety of media works and explain the effects of different treatments (e.g., use of camera angles, sound effects, and dialogue in films; use of headlines, photographs, and captions in newspaper and magazine layouts)

-compare and explain their own and their peers’ reactions to a variety of media works

ENG1P English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-identify and describe the elements used to structure media works in a variety of forms (e.g., sound effects and music in a television drama; the number of editing cuts and shots in a documentary video; colour, images, and text in magazine advertisements)

-compare the reactions of different people or groups to a variety of media works (e.g., interview or survey peers and family about reactions to a particular media work and produce a written report of the results; read and compare reviews of a book)

ENG2D English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-identify key elements and techniques used to create media works in a variety of forms (e.g., illustrations and captions in political cartoons; narrative and characterization in a film or television drama; the choice of symbols and colours used to convey health and safety warnings on the packaging of a range of products) and analyse how these elements and techniques contribute to the theme or message

ENG2P English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-identify key elements and techniques used to create media works in a variety of forms (e.g., rapid editing in a television commercial; plot in a comedy; juxtaposition of colour and text in posters), and explain how these elements contribute to the theme or message

-analyse the elements of media works in order to explain the reactions of different audiences to the works (e.g., write a report examining the sponsors of selected television programs to determine which groups of people the programs are aimed at; write an essay or report identifying stereotypes in television shows and suggest how specific audiences might react to them)

ENG3U English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-explain how the form, technique, style, and language of a variety of media forms create meaning (e.g., compare the coverage of a current event by newspapers, radio, television, and Internet websites) 

ENG3C English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-explain how the form, style, and language of a variety of media forms communicate messages with specific social implications (e.g., explain how the characteristics of a national newspaper, a local newspaper, a local television newscast, and the Internet are reflected in the coverage of a major news story; compare the effectiveness of the language and style in a range of television news-magazine programs) 

ENG3E English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-describe the key elements of a variety of media forms (e.g., write a report describing the use of images, columns, colour, fonts, and text in several magazines; report orally on the use of narration and images in a documentary compare the print and film versions of a story)

-identify the techniques used in a variety of media works (e.g., discuss the use of images and editing in several films; identify the techniques used to alter images electronically in commercials)

ENG4U English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-explain how representation, form, style, and techniques in media works convey messages with social, ideological, and political implications (e.g., compare advertisements promoting healthy living as presented in different media forms; compare the coverage of a business or political news story in a range of newspapers, news magazines, radio and television newscasts, and on the Internet) 

ENG4C English

Media Studies

Analysing Media and Media Works

-explain how the form, style, and techniques in media works convey messages with social or ideological implications (e.g., write a report investigating the social implications of the representation of heroes, villains, and conflict in electronic media)

MEDIA STUDIES

ASM20 Media Arts

Theory

History

-identify and describe the foundations of media art by viewing/experiencing selected media artworks and/or productions

-identify and describe the effect of technologies on the evolution of media arts from 1950 to 1980 (e.g., microcomputer on photo-imaging and animation, development of synthesized sound or music, video camera on cinematography

ASM30 Media Arts

Theory

Overall Expectations

-describe media art works in terms of their historical foundations (e.g., in cinematography, videography, electro-acoustics)

History

-describe the contribution of technology to media arts (e.g., the effect of digital technology on the development of media arts)

-explain the development of media arts in terms of their historical context (e.g., the history of the art film, the art video, or synthesized music) 

ASM40 Media Arts

Theory

Overall Expectations

-describe interactive media art works in terms of their historical foundations

History

-identify and describe the use of aspects or characteristics of artistic styles of different historical periods in specific works of media art (e.g., in works of video art since the 1960s, in works of copy art)

Pre-Viewing:

If you are focusing on the relationship of the movie to Shakespeare, students should have already finished their study of Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

If you are focusing on Media studies, you may wish to ask students to list their favourite science fiction movies. You may wish to mention that Star Wars probably wouldn’t have existed if it weren’t for movies like The Forbidden Planet. 

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
If you are focusing on the relationship of the movie to Shakespeare, students can Think-Pair-Share the answers to BLM 1.

If you are focusing on Media studies, you may wish to have students try to write a short story using elements inherent to science fiction. This story should take place in the future and can be based on the characters of the movie or they may wish to create their own characters

Assessment and Evaluation:
Students should complete BLM 2. Answers can be taken up as a class.

Related Resources:
Sparknotes provides good summaries of plot, characters, major themes etc.

http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/tempest/
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Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvo.org

