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Continuous Journey

Duration:

60 minutes

Program Description:

The story of the Komagata Maru belongs to a racist past that Canadians have not left far behind. Award-winning filmmaker Ali Kazimi brings it to light in the compelling Continuous Journey, a film that transcends its historical context and speaks to immigration issues today.

Continuous Journey investigates a little-known policy called the “continuous journey regulation” of 1908. This required all would-be immigrants to travel to Canada by continuous passage from their country of origin or citizenship. But no shipping company provided direct service from South Asia to Canada. As a result, on May 23, 1914, the 376 passengers aboard the Komagata Maru, a Japanese steamship chartered by Gurdit Singh, a well-off Sikh entrepreneur living in Singapore, were refused entry by Canadian authorities. Many were Sikhs, most of the men veterans of the British Indian Army. They believed it was their right, as British subjects, to freely settle anywhere in the Empire they had fought to defend. 

They were wrong. Authorities held them on board the ship incommunicado, driving them to the brink of thirst and starvation. When Prime Minister Robert Borden finally intervened on July 21, more than 200 armed militia and a battleship were called in. In eleventh-hour negotiations, a standoff was averted and the Komagata Maru was provisioned and set off back home. Their welcome, though, was anything but friendly.

Eight years in the making, Ali Kazimi (Some Kind of Arrangement, Shooting Indians) uncovers new archival footage of the actual incident. The film, which garnered an honourable mention for best direction in the Canadian Spectrum program at Hot Docs last May, not only serves as a history lesson of India’s struggle for independence, but also reminds us of how, for these hopeful British subjects, Canada was a confusing place of strict and discriminating laws.  

Background Information:

This film by award-winning filmmaker Ali Kazimi and was produced in association with TVO and the support of the South Asian Heritage Foundation. 

Watch the director’s commentary on More to Life, Wednesday Oct 13th at 2:00 pm (repeated at 5:00 am): Ali Kazimi shares his own voyage of discovery as he brings to light this chilling story of Canada's racist past. 

The classroom use of this documentary and accompanying teacher’s guide was piloted by Jan Haskings-Winner at Woburn Collegiate Institute in Toronto. Many thanks to Ms. Haskings-Winner for her assistance and feedback.

Curriculum Connections:
SOCIAL STUDIES

History (Grade 8)

The Development of Western Canada

Overall Expectations

-use a variety of resources and tools to gather, process, and communicate information about conflicts and changes that occurred during the development of western Canada

Inquiry/Research and Communication Skills 

- formulate questions to guide research on issues and problems 

-analyse, synthesize, and evaluate historical information (e.g., trends in immigration, the impact of Treaties 1 to 8)
Canada: A Changing Society

Knowledge/Understanding

-describe the factors contributing to change in Canadian society (e.g., immigration, technology, politics, globalization);

Application

-create and immigration campaign to attract immigrants to Canada around the beginning of the twentieth century and today, using media appropriate to the period

Geography (Grade 8)

Migration

Knowledge/Understanding

-identify barriers to migration (e.g., physical, financial, legal, political, emotional)

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES

CHC2D History in the Twentieth Century (Grade 10)

Change and Continuity

Overall Expectations

-demonstrate an understanding of the changing demographic patterns within Canada since 1900

Demographic patterns

-identify the major groups that have immigrated to Canada from 1900 to the present and describe the circumstances that led to their immigration

-analyse the similarities and differences between contemporary immigration patterns and historical immigration patterns.

CHC2P History in the Twentieth Century (Grade 10)

Change and Continuity

Demographic patterns

-identify the major groups that have immigrated to Canada from 1900 to the present and describe the circumstances that led to their decisions to immigrate

-compare contemporary immigration patterns with historical immigration patterns

CHI4U Canada: History, Identity and Culture (Grade 12)

Communities: Local, National and Global

Immigration and Identity

-analyse the factors that led to revisions of Canada’s immigration policies

-describe significant waves of immigration and settlement patterns and how they helped shape Canadian identity and culture

-describe the types of immigrants to Canadian government sought to attract at the end of the nineteenth century and the strategies immigration officials used to attract them

Change and Continuity

Cultural Pluralism

-assess whether British colonial policies were directed towards the creation of a homogeneous society in Canada

-analyse how obstacles that made it difficult for immigrants to participate fully in Canadian society have been challenged and reduced over time

Change and Continuity

Canadian Citizenship

-demonstrate an understanding of the development of citizenship in Canada

Human Rights

-describe the origins and various incidents of prejudice and discrimination in Canada’s history

-analyse the individual and social costs of human rights violations in Canadian history

CLU3M Understanding Canadian Law (Grade 11)

Rights and Freedoms

Barriers to Human Rights

-describe historical and contemporary situations in which rights in Canada have been denied

-evaluate the contribution of individual citizens and organizations in developing and increasing awareness of human rights issues

CLN4U Canadian and International Law (Grade 12)

Rights and Freedoms

Human Rights in Canada

-identify historical and contemporary barriers to the equal enjoyment of human rights faced by individual and groups in Canada and analyse their effects.

Pre-Viewing:

Students may have the misconception that Canada’s past is nothing like the racist history in the United States. However, policies that denied the basic rights of those who lived in Canada existed until quite recently. East Indians in Canada only became full citizens with the right to vote in 1947. Policies that reduced the numbers of South Asian immigrants were common at the beginning of the twentieth century in Canada. Japanese immigration was limited to 400 per year. An ever-increasing head tax was imposed on the Chinese. However, because Indians were British subjects, they could not be openly discriminated against. Thus Ottawa passed the Continuous Journey Regulation of 1908 which required all would-be immigrants to travel to Canada by continuous passage from their country of origin or citizenship. The Canadian government knew that no shipping company provided direct service from South Asia to Canada (with the exception of one, which they pressured to stop the service). The regulation effectively prevented South Asian immigration completely, despite the fact that many South Asians were in fact British subjects. This film would complement discussions about many issues surrounding South Asian Month in May.


Ask students to discuss briefly incidents of discrimination they experienced or that they know about. The internment of Japanese Canadians during the Second World War would be an example of racist policies in Canada at the time.

Viewing Questions:

For a photocopy-ready student worksheet with viewing questions please see BLM 1.

Post-Viewing:
( A great wrap-up activity is based on De Bono’s “hats”. (A description of the role for each thinking hat can be written on the chalkboard on overhead and left up during the activity for reference.) In groups of 4, all students put on their white thinking hat and discuss data, facts and figures (Who? What? Where? When? Why?). Subsequently, each group member takes on the role of the leader for a particular colour of hat. The red hat expressed emotions and feelings. The black hat expresses negative or cautionary aspects and criticisms. The yellow hat expresses positive points or benefits and takes an optimistic approach. The green hat is the creative thinker who sees the problem in a new light and comes up with new ideas. Finally, all group members put on their blue thinking hat and sum up what was learned, how the group learned and organize their ideas.

( A quick visual organizer such as a Venn diagram may be used to compare similarities and differences in the experiences of various groups in Canada at the time (East Indians, Chinese and African Canadians for example)

( This documentary offers a good opportunity to discuss racism. Ask your students for examples of the way in which East Indians are portrayed on television. Apu from the Simpsons, Babu from Seinfeld are common examples. How does popular culture contribute to the overall perception of East Indians? Are other groups stereotyped in the media?

( Students should understand the purpose of the Continuous Journey Regulation of 1908 as well as its racial underpinnings. Were students surprised at the blatant racism that is evident from the documentary?

Assessment/Evaluation:

Students can create a poster or pamphlet attracting people to Canada in the early 1900s. For the photocopy-ready assignment and rubric, please see BLM 2.

Related Resources:






Do you have a lesson plan to share or would you like to see additional online materials and activities that may be available for this and other TVO resources? 

Please visit Learn with TVO at www.tvo.org/learnwithtvo or 

contact lfernandes@tvo.org

