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On election, day the people of Ontario vote for the candidate in 
their riding they think best represents them. �e number of seats 
won by a party determines what type of government the 
winning party will lead; a majority, or a minority government.

Minority / Majority Governments    

Majority Government

If a party wins more than half of the 
seats in the legislative assembly, then 
the party forms a majority govern-
ment. In Ontario, majority govern-
ments are the most common type of 
government.

Because a majority government has 
more than half the seats and, therefore, 
half the votes, it can easily pass laws 
and maintain the con�dence, or 
support, of the legislature.

Minority Governments

If a party wins just half or less than half 
of the seats in the legislature, the party 
forms a minority government. Because 
a minority government doesn’t have 
enough seats to pass laws on its own, a 
minority government has to negotiate 
with other parties to pass legislation. 

�is means that o�en a minority 
government has to change its policies 
to win the support of other parties so 
they can pass laws and keep the 
con�dence of the legislature.

If the governing party loses the con�dence of the legislature, the government must step aside so 
the other parties can try to form a government, or ask the Lieutenant Governor for a new elec-
tion.
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