
Ontario is divided into 107 ridings.  Each party selects a candidate to run in each of these 
ridings.

First-Past-the-Post is the electoral 
system currently used in Ontario 
to elect our Members of Provincial 
Parliament (MPPs).

In the First-Past-the-Post system, voters don’t vote directly for the Party leader. 
Instead, they vote for a candidate running in their area, or riding.
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�ere are 12 registered political parties in 
Ontario. �e largest parties in Ontario are the 
Liberal Party (who currently form the govern-
ment), �e Progressive Conservative Party 
(PC), �e New Democratic Party (NDP), and 
the Green Party.  �ere are several other 
smaller parties that also run candidates.

What is First-Past-the-Post?      Part I

On Election Day, voters go to 
their local polling station and
cast their ballot for the candidate 
in their riding they think best 
represents them.  

Once the polls close, the votes are 
counted and the candidate who wins 
the most votes wins right to repre-
sent that riding in the provincial 
legislature.

�e party that wins in the most number of 
ridings then becomes the government of 
Ontario. �e leader of that party becomes the 
Premier. 

�e job of the premier is to try and represent the 
interests of all Ontarians even though they are not 
elected directly by the people.
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What is First-Past-the-Post?          Part II
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